
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Town of Rowe - Town Information and Meeting Schedules 
 

 
Town Hall     Phone:  413-339-5520 
PO Box 462    Fax Number: 413-339-5316 
321 Zoar Road    Email:  admin@rowe-ma.gov 
Rowe MA 01367    Web Site: www.rowe-ma.gov 
 
Board of Selectmen   339-5520 x11 Emergency  9-1-1 
Town Coordinator admin@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 x11 Police Chief policechief@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 x17 or 339-0139 
Accountant jcashin@frcog.org   339-5520 x12 Fire Chief firechief@rowe-ma.gov   339-4021 or 339-6677 
Assessorsô Clerk collector@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 x19 Animal Control Officer (Dog Officer) ahsamuelson@gmail.com 
Board of Health boh@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x16                    917-209-0524 
Tax Collector collector@rowe-ma.gov  339-5520 x19 Animal Inspector    413-634-8811 
Town Clerk townclerk@rowe-ma.gov  339-5520 x14 DPW Supt. dpw@rowe-ma.gov     339-5588 
Town Nurse nurse@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x20 Building Department www.fccip.org 774-3167 x2 
Treasurer treasurer@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x12  (Building, Wiring, Plumbing, Gas) 

 
 
Administrative Offices Mon ïThurs    9:00am to Noon and 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Assessorsô Clerk Mon ïThurs    8:00am to 1:00pm 
Police Chief Tuesday    7:00pm to 9:00pm 
Town Clerk Thursday    5:30pm to 9:00pm 
Tax Collector Mon ïThurs    8:00am to 1:00pm 
Treasurer Tues/Wed    8:00am to 4:00pm 
Town Nurse Mon/Wed/Fri   9:00am to 5:00pm (home visits by appointment) 
Library 3 Days/Week:   Tues 10am-5pm, Wed 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-5pm 
Transfer Station 3 Days/Week:    Wed 7-10am and 4-7pm, Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 12noon-4pm 

 
 
Board/Commission Frequency   Location 
Board of Selectmen   Wednesdays (3:00pm)    Rowe Town Hall 
Assessors  Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Hall 
Board of Health   Twice Monthly (as posted)   Rowe Town Hall 
Cemetery Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Conservation Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Council on Aging   Monthly - First Thursday (10:00am)  Gracy House 
Finance Committee  As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Library Trustees   Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Library 
Park Commission   Monthly - Thursday (6:30pm)   Rowe Town Hall  
Planning Board   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
School Committee   Monthly - Third Thursday (5:30 pm)  Rowe Town Hall 
 

All Board, Committee and Commission meetings are held as posted on the Town Hall Official Bulletin Board per 
MA Open Meeting Law, with the agenda posted at least 48 hours (not including Saturdays, Sundays or legal holidays) 
prior to the time and date of the meeting.  Please check official bulletin board as meeting dates/times may change.  
All meetings are public and citizens are encouraged to attend. ǅ 
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In Fond Remembrance  
 

 
Floyd W. Smith 

March 21, 1937 ï June 24, 2012 
Phyllis T. Smith 

November 17, 1932 ï March 1, 2012 
 

  
Ellsworth Palmer 

May 23, 1911 ï March 20, 2012 
Bernice Ann Foster 

September 8, 1926 ï June 16, 2012 
 

 
Phyllis C. Volland 

May 20, 1916 ï November 10, 2012 
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Town of Rowe 
County of Franklin 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

(First SettlementðFort Pelham 1744   ï   Originally Known as the Plantation of Myrifield) 
Incorporated February 9, 1785 

 
Population:  393 (2010 U.S. Census) 
Population: 390 (Town census) 
Total Area: 24.07 Square Miles 
Land Area: 23.55 Square Miles 
Public Roads: 36.24 Miles 
Elevation: 1,396 Feet  
Longitude: W 072 53 55 
Latitude: N 42 41 42 

 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT: Board of Selectmen; Open Town Meeting 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: Second Monday in May 
ANNUAL ELECTION: First Saturday following Annual Town Meeting 
 
Fiscal Year 2012 Tax Rates and Assessed Valuations: 
 
CLASS TAX RATE VALUATION LEVY  % OF TOTAL 
 

Residential  $ 5.16 per thousand $53,505,787.00 $276,089.86 8.956% 
Commercial  11.19 per thousand 321,549.00 3,598.13 0.116% 
Industrial   11.19 per thousand 186,440,863.00 2,086,273.26 67.620% 
Personal Property    11.19 per thousand 64,264,490.00 719,119.64 23.308% 
 Total $304,532,689.00 $3,085,080.89 100.000% 
 
Fiscal Year 2012 Appropriations and Charges 
 Appropriations  $3,916,829.38 
 Cherry Sheet Offsets  274,078.82 
 Cherry Sheet Charges  26,566.00 
 Snow & Ice Deficit  0.00 
 Allowance for Abatements & Exemptions 29,741.07 
 Total  $4,247,215.27 
 
Fiscal Year 2012 Revenue Sources 
 Tax Levy  $3,085,080.89 
 Cherry Sheet  186,307.00 
 Local Receipts  76,580.00 
 Free Cash  43,350.00 
 Free Cash (appropriated on or before 06/30/2011) 130,000.00 
 Other Available Funds  725,897.38 
 Total  $4,247,215.27 
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Elected Town Officials 
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Paul McLatchy III   2013 
Noel R. Abbott   2014 
Marilyn Wilson   2015 
 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
Heidi Cousineau   2013 
Frederick N. Williams   2014 
Carrie Y. Silva    2015 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
David Cousineau   2013 
Jo-ann M. Brown    2014 
Jennifer A. Morse   2015 

 
CEMETERY COMMISSION 
James H. Williams   2013 
James W. Taylor   2014 
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar  2015 
 
CONSTABLE 
Robert L. Dykeman   2014 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Myra B. Carlow   2013 
Dennis F. May    2015 
Margaret Parent   2015 
[vacant]     2014  
[vacant]     2014 
 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Claudine M. Poplawski  2013 
Evelyn L. Dandeneau   2014 
Catherine T. Snyder   2015 
 
MODERATOR 
Robert J. Clancy   2013 
 
PARK COMMISSION 
Bruce W. Cowie   2013 
MaryJo A. Fuller   2014 
Michael S. Laffond   2015 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
Robert Dykeman   2013 
Jo-ann M. Brown   2014 
John H. Williams   2015 

 
David Roberson   2016 
Douglas Wilson    2017 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Cynthia M. Laffond   2013 
Lisa L. Miller    2013 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke   2015 
 
TAX COLLECTOR 
Sandra P. Daviau   2013 
 
TOWN CLERK 
Jennifer A. Morse   2014 
 
TREASURER 
Donna Flagg    2013 

 
Appointed Town Officials 
(Unless otherwise specified, appointments are made by 
Board of Selectmen and expire June 2013) 
All appointments were made June 26, 2012, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sandra P. Daviau  
 
AGENT FOR VETERANS 
Central Franklin County Veterans District 
Leo J. Parent 
 
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION [3-yr term] 
Carol F. Lively 
Jonathon Lively 
MaryJo A. Phelps 
[Vacant] 
[Vacant] 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER (DOG 
OFFICER) 
Arthur Samuelson [10-30-12] 
Russell L. Powers [through 10-1-12] 
 
ANIMAL INSPECTOR 
Russell L. Powers 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
Sandra P. Daviau 
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BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE  
Ellen B. Miller 
Thomas L Chiofalo 
John Magnago 
MaryJo A. Fuller 
Christine Tower 
John H. Williams 
 
BROADBAND COMMITTEE  
David Dvore 
Russell Jolly 
Daniel Wessman 
 
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER 
Ellen B. Miller 
 
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
  COORDINATOR  
Edwin L. May 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Prudence Berry 
Robert J. Clancy 
Myra B. Carlow 
Thomas L. Chiofalo 
[Vacant] 
 
CONSTABLE 
Sandra P. Daviau 
 
COUNCIL ON AGING 
Marilyn Belval 
Jo-ann M. Brown, Secretary 
Sandy P. Daviau, Co-Chair & Treasurer 
Mary Ann Dykeman 
Doris C. Fensky 
Christine A. Tower, Co-Chair 
Shirley Veber 
 
CULTURAL COUNCIL  [Max 2 3-yr terms] 
Anne E. Besgen 
Robin Booth 
Jo-ann M. Brown 
Kerri L. McLatchy 
Ellynn B Packard 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SUPERINTENDENT 
James W. Taylor 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER 
James W. Taylor 
 
ELECTION TELLERS/WORKERS 
Prudence Berry (D) 
Marjorie H. Morse (U) 
Mary E. Paige (R)  
Robin W. Reed (D)  
Christine A. Tower (U) 
Shirley Veber  (R) 
Susan C. Wood (J) 
Carrie Y. Silva (R) 
Jo-ann M. Brown (D) 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 
Edwin L. May 
 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
Gail May, EMT, EMS Coordinator 
Christopher Selmi Hyytinen, EMT 
 
ENERGY COMMITTEE 
John R. H. Packard 
Robin Booth 
Abigail Phelps 
 
FENCE VIEWERS (2) 
Paul McLatchy III 
Noel R. Abbott 
 
FIELD DRIVERS (2) [c49; Art III §6] 
Sandra P. Daviau 
Susan C. Wood 
FIRE CHIEF 
Paul McLatchy, Jr. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATOR 
Edwin L. May 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
Deputy Chief - Dennis F. May 
Deputy Chief - [Vacant] 
Captain - Jonathan Lively 
Captain - [Vacant] 
Lieutenant - Robert J. Clancy 
Lieutenant - Matthew R. Crowningshield 
Lieutenant - Christopher Selmi Hyytinen 
Lieutenant - Glenn M. White 
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FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
Paul McLatchy Jr. 
 
GRACY HOUSE COMMITTEE 
Marilyn H. Belval 
Mary Ann Dykeman 
Robert Dykeman 
Cynthia M. Laffond 
Leonard J. Laffond 
Sharon C. Hudson (Assoc member) 
Judith A. Pierce (Assoc member) 
John H. Williams (Assoc member) 
 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTROL 
OFFICER   
Edwin L. May 
 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION [3-yr term] 
John H. Williams 
Sharon C. Hudson 
Judith A. Pierce 
 
INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS [Alternate] 
FCCIP/James Hawkins 
 
INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING & GAS 
FCCIP/Andrew French  
 
INSPECTOR OF WIRING 
FCCIP/Tom McDonald 
 
MEASURERS of WOOD, BARK, LUMBER (3) 
Robert R. Rice  
James H. Williams 
Thomas P. Danek, Jr.  
 
OLD HOME DAY COMMITTEE [July 2012] 
Jo-ann M. Brown 
Robert L. Dykeman 
Sean R. Loomis 
John Magnago 
Paul McLatchy III 
Christine A. Tower 
 
POUND KEEPER [c49; Art III §6] 
Sandra P. Daviau 
 
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke         (U) 

Lisa L. Miller          (D) 
Jennifer A. Morse         (U) 
Willian Parent         (U) 
 
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE  
Janet Cowie 
Dennis F. May 
Donna J. Flagg 
Angela Foshay 
Cynthia M. Laffond 
William A. Loomis 
Kerri L. McLatchy 
Paul McLatchy III 
Ellen B. Miller 
Marjorie H. Morse 
Robert A. Silva 
James W. Taylor 
Susan Zavotka 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
Joanne Blier 
Michael A. Buoniconti 
William Knittle 
 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER - CHIEF 
Henry J. Dandeneau [with notice of non-reappointment 
after 6-30-2013 due to retirement effective 6-30-2013] 
 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS  
Christopher Selmi Hyytinen 
Julie J. Shippee 
 
SUPT. OF INSECT PEST/ELM DISEASE 
CONTROL 
James W. Taylor 
 
TOWN ACCOUNTANT  
Ellen B. Miller [through 6-30-2012] 
 
TOWN ACCOUNTANT  
FRCOG/Joyce Muka [effective 7-1-2012] 
 
TOWN COORDINATOR  [3-yr term expires 2014] 
Ellen B. Miller 
 
TOWN COUNSEL 
Joel B. Bard 
Kopelman and Paige, PC 
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TREE WARDEN 
James W. Taylor 
 
YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC COMPANY 
CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD (CAB) 
Leonard J. Laffond 
 
YANKEE LAND COMMITTEE 
Leonard J. Laffond 
William A. Loomis 
Walter J. Quist, Chair 
John H. Williams 
[Vacant] 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (5) [3-yr term] 
Russell W. Jolly 
Marilyn Wilson 
Paul McLatchy III 
Robert Dykeman 
[Vacant] 

 
Regional Appointments 

 
CARL NILMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Rebecca Bradley 
 
CDBG 2007, 2008 and 2009 Housing Rehab 

Program Citizen Advisory Committees 
Mary E. Paige, Rowe Representative 
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY COOPERATIVE 

INSPECTION PROGRAM, Rep to 
Ellen B. Miller 
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY SOLID WASTE 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, Rep to 
James W. Lively, Alternate 
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS 
Noel R. Abbott, Representative 
Paul McLatchy III, Alternate Representative 
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL PLANNING 

BOARD, Selectmenôs Rep to 
Marilyn Wilson 
 
 

FRANKLIN REGIONAL TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY REP 

Paul McLatchy III 
 
MBI (MA Broadband Institute), Community 
Rep 
Ellen B. Miller 
 
MMAC (Mohawk Municipal Advisory 
Committee), Rep to 
Noel R. Abbott 
 
MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT MANAGER  
Noel R. Abbott 
 
WIREDWEST COMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE CORP. DELEGATE to 
Noel R. Abbott 

 
Board of Health Appointments 

 
CLERK 
Marcella Stafford Gore 
 
HEALTH AGENT 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke 
 
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANTS 
James W. Lively 
Edwin A. Palmer 
Julie J. Shippee, Alternate 
 
TOWN NURSE 
Sheila M. Litchfield 

 
Resignations of Elected Officials 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Marilyn Wilson [May 2012] 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
William A. Loomis [June 2012] 
Noel R. Abbott [August 2012] 
 
TREASURER 
Heidi Cousineau [August 2012] 
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Appointments to Fill Elected 
Position Vacancies 

 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Noel R. Abbott 
Cynthia M. Laffond 
Joint appointment by BOS/SchCom 
 
TREASURER [Temporary] 
Sandra P. Daviau [8-28-2012 to 10-2-2012] 
 
TREASURER 
Donna J. Flagg 
Appointment by BOS
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Part I  

 

Reports of Committees, 
Departments and Boards 
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Board of Selectmen 
 
Changes in Select Board Composition 

Our Select Board has undergone some 
changes in composition. This past year saw the 
election of Marilyn Wilson in May as the newest 
member of our three-person board. The Board of 
Selectmen as of yearôs end consisted of Noel 
Abbott, Chairman, Paul McLatchy III, Vice 
Chairman, and Marilyn Wilson, Selectman. 
 
Rowe School Fire 

A tribute to our Rowe School lost in a 
catastrophic lightning strike and fire on August 
4th, 2012. This event created a strong challenge 
for our community, and also an opportunity to 
explore new directions. Rowe School children 
grades pre-K through 6 are continuing to be 
educated, but as a school within a school at the 
Hawlemont Elementary School. The decision to 
rebuild or not will be decided in 2013.  
 
MBI & Wired West 

Mass Broadband Institute (MBI) has been 
installing the ñmiddle mileò ï a fiberoptic 
network which is being installed in five key 
locations in town. These include the Town Hall, 
the Fire/Emergency location, the Gracie House, 
the Rowe Town Library and the site of the Rowe 
School. The installation costs are being covered 
by Mass State and Federal grants. While the 
middle mile has brought fiberoptic into key town 
locations, the Last Mile (high speed fiberoptic 
internet directly to every home and business) will 
still take time. Wired West is a Municipal 
Cooperative of 42 towns each of which has taken 
two town meeting votes to establish Municipal 
Lighting Plants (MLPôs). This legal entity has 
allowed our towns to band together with the goal 
of providing all 42 towns with high speed 
fiberoptic service directly to every home and 
business in the region.  
 
Depot Street Bridge 

The Depot Street Bridge was structurally 
weakened by Hurricane Irene to the point where 
the Mass Department of Transportation engineers 
set the safety crossing limit down to 3 tons. This 
reduced limit meant that many trucks were over 

the limit for safe crossing.  Apparently, continued 
use of the bridge by overweight trucks and 
continued deterioration resulted in some portions 
of the bridge testing at a zero weight limit 
necessitating itôs complete closure. The Mass State 
DOT will be working on the replacement.  
 
Accounting and Payroll Changes 

July saw a transition of our accounting and 
payroll function to two different entities. Our 
accounting is being handled by FRCOG 
(Franklin Regional Council of Governments) 
under an annual contract. Payroll services are 
being handled by Harpers Payroll, which 
specializes in the payroll function for many towns 
throughout Massachusetts.  
 
Police Department 

This coming July (2013) will see the 
retirement of Henry Dandeneau, who has been 
Roweôs Police Chief for the past 38 years.  The 
Select Board will decide on our next police chief 
in 2013.  While it is too early to wish Chief 
Dandeneau a fond farewell, many in town have 
appreciated his strong knowledge of and care for 
the community. 
 
Appreciations 

We thank the following organizations that 
have come to our aid during and after the school 
fire:  Rowe Camp & Conference Center, Rowe 
Historical Society, the seventeen neighboring Fire 
Departments that came to assist in an attempt to 
save the Rowe School from destruction during 
the Fire, the Mary Lyon Foundation, and the 
many, many local companies that have helped us 
during this period. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Noel Abbott, Chair 

 

Animal Control Officer 
 

Fortunately, for our citizen dogs and their 
owners, I have only had one case to deal with 
since being appointed.  A stray Rowe dog, which 
had been reported missing, was found in 
Charlemont.  I returned him to his happy owner.  
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He seemed pretty happy himself after being away 
for two days. 

 
At the request of the Select Board, I visited 

the new Franklin County Dog Shelter in Turnerôs 
Falls and collected information on the cost of 
joining the consortium of towns that operates it.  
I also attended, at their request, a meeting 
organized by FRCOG at which I learned by 
mandate the state Dog Officers are hereby known 
as ñAnimal Control Officersò (ACO), which each 
town is required to have.  I also learned about 
rules regarding kennels, the process by which a 
dog could legally be put down, and the state 
requirement for us to own a microchip scanning 
device to identify dogs.  Also, at the request of the 
Select Board, I obtained the new state Animal 
Control regulations, and information that Rowe 
could share an ACO and/or a scanner with a 
neighboring town, as well as possibly share the 
cost of joining the regional Shelter instead of 
joining on our own.  Finally, I also received 
information on state-mandated training for 
ACOôs.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arthur Samuelson 
Animal Control Officer 
[formerly known as ñDog Officerò] 

 

Animal Inspector 
 

State animal/barn inspections went as they 
should.  Thanks to everyone for your cooperation. 

Annual Count 
Annual count of farm animals showed a 

decrease of 29 from last yearôs count of 217.  The 
decrease was mostly in the chicken count. 

           Adult    Young 
Dairy Cattle    -   - 
Beef Cattle  22   2 
Steer Cattle    1   1 
Oxen Cattle    -   - 
Goats   17   - 
Sheep     8   - 
Horses   21   - 
Ponies     2   - 
Donkeys    1   - 

Mules     -   - 
Chickens  94   - 
Turkeys      -   - 
Ratites       -   - 
Waterfowl   16   - 
Gamebirds     -   - 
Rabbits     3   - 

  Sub-Total 185 3 
  TOTAL      188 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Russ Powers 
Animal Inspector 

 

Board of Health 
 

David Cousineau was voted in as Chairman 
this year.  After being appointed to fill the seat 
vacated by Donald DôAstous, Jo-ann Brown was 
elected to a two year term.  Jennifer Morse was 
elected to a three year term and has completed 
certification/training for ServSafe and Allergen 
Awareness.  Marcella Stafford Gore was re-
appointed as Clerk. 
 
Board of Health Agent 

Lisa Danek-Burke again accepted 
appointment as Health Agent for the town.  
Accompanied by a board member, she conducts 
inspections (food establishments, bed and 
breakfasts, childrenôs camps, housing and septic 
systems), performs soil evaluations and reviews all 
septic system plans.  Lisa is a registered sanitarian 
and soil evaluator on Title 5 inspections and is 
ServSafe certified.  Her knowledge and experience 
are greatly appreciated and are often sought by 
the board. 
 
Title 5 

The board reviewed all building permit 
applications submitted for review by the building 
inspector as required by state Title 5 regulations.  
Title 5 system soil evaluations and percolation 
tests were done again in response to residentsô 
requests. 

 
Transfer Station/Solid Waste Disposal 

The board re-appointed James Lively and 
Edwin Palmer as Transfer Station Attendants.  
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We also re-appointed Julie Shippee as alternate 
attendant. 

 
The new recycling shed was completed in 

February.  Ted (Edwin) Palmer painted the 
exterior of the new shed in July.  The attendants 
have continued their increased surveillance of 
people bringing in trash, and have used spare 
time to cut mattresses so we are not charged the 
heavy unit price for disposal.  We are working on 
ways to bring down the number of bulky waste 
hauls, as bulky waste and trash make up the larger 
part of our disposal costs. 

 
The board thanks Jan Ameen and the staff at 

the Franklin County Solid Waste Management 
District for providing us with excellent service 
which includes all of the recycling and bulky 
waste hauling contracts, the regional hazardous 
waste collection days and our sharps bio-hazard 
collections. 
 
Recycling 

Rowe continues to be ranked at the bottom of 
the list of the FCSWMD nine towns for the 
expected amount of recycling for our population.  
Bins are available at the BOH office for sorting 
recyclables to bring to the transfer station. 

 
Earnings from recycling are added to an 

escrow account at the FCSWMD and are used to 
purchase recycled paper for the townsô copiers 
and computers and also offset part of our annual 
assessment for membership in the FCSWMD. 
 
Waste Management 

 Although Berkshire Enviro Labs license was 
suspended for a year due to an employeeôs 
inconsistent analyses, they are providing services 
to their customers through Premier Laboratories 
at no change in pricing.  Testing will be 
performed for our four (4) public water supplies; 
the Town Hall, the Rowe Elementary School, 
Avery Fountain and the well at Pelham Lake Park.  
The lab will conduct monthly testing of all four 
water supplies, and weekly testing at the Pelham 

Lake Park swimming area during the swimming 
season. 
 
Health Services 

Sheila Litchfield was re-appointed as town 
nurse.  Our town is very fortunate to have such a 
dedicated professional to provide health services.  
The office is open on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday every week.  Sheila writes articles for the 
Goal Post and provides the board with monthly 
summary reports.  We thank Sheila for the 
professional performance of her services.  Dr. 
Richard Warner continues to be our medical 
consultant.  

 
In Conclusion 

Currently, the board does not have a set 
weekday for meetings.  Due to the work schedules 
of our members, we cannot always arrange a 
consistent evening of the week to meet.  Please 
check the town bulletin board for meeting 
agendas which will always be posted at least 48 
hours in advance of our meeting.  If you have 
questions or need a permit application, our clerk 
is in the office for several hours before our 
meeting begins or you can call the office anytime 
and we will get back to you.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Cousineau, Chair 
Jo-ann (Jodi) Brown 
Jennifer Morse 
 

Board of Health - Inspection, 
Permit and Test Data 
 
PERMITS ISSUED 2012 
Septic Hauler/Pumper:  
A-1 Septic, North Adams 
Bostley Sanitary Service, Colrain 
GMG Enterprises, Inc. (Gregôs Wastewater), 
Deerfield 
 
Installerôs Permit: 
Adams Trucking, Excavating and Concrete  
Berard Excavating 
Danek Excavating 
Steven Crowningshield 
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Food Establishment: 
Maple House Bed and Breakfast 
Rowe School Cafeteria  
Rowe Camp and Conference Center  
 
Food Service Temporary:  
Halifax Community Club 
Readsboro Lions Club (2) 
Rowe Community Church (2) 
Rowe Elementary Youth Baseball (2) 
Rowe Historical Society 
Scoop Shack 
 
Children Camps Permits: 
Rowe C&CC: Junior High Camp 

Senior High Camp 
Transition Camp 

 
Beach Permit: 
Pelham Lake ï5/15 to 9/15/2012 

 
TITLE 5 ACTIVITY 2012 
 
Title 5 Inspections: 
20 Newell Cross Road (Hudson) Passed 
75 Stone Hill Rd (National Star Mortgage) Passed 
300 Zoar Road (Foster) Failed 
425 Zoar Rd (Crowningshield) Conditionally 
Passes 
40 Shippee Road (Gates) Failed 
4 Monroe Hill Rd (Smith) Conditionally Passes 
 
Title 5 Soil Evaluation/Percolation Tests: 
300 Zoar Road (Foster) Passed 
Brittingham Hill Road (Andognini) Passed 
312 Zoar Road (Hoffman) Passed 
40 Shippee Road (Gates) Passed 
 
Title 5 Disposal System Construction Permit: 
Tatro Road (Loomis) Construction 
300 Zoar Road (Foster) Repair 
245 Zoar (Crowningshield) Repair 
4 Monroe Hill Road (Smith) Repair 
Septic System Installation Final Inspection: 
63 Tatro Road (Loomis) 
34 Stone Hill Road (Hamilton/DenOuden) 
 
Septic Pumping Records 
20 Newell Cross Road Okay 

60 Shippee Road Okay 
10 Kings Highway (RC&CC) Okay 
242 Ford Hill Road Okay 
39 Stone Hill Road Okay 
162 Zoar Road Okay 
75 Stone Hill Road Okay 
10 Kings Highway (RC&CC) Okay 
154 Leshure Road Okay 
144 Leshure Road Okay 
99 Brittingham Hill Road Good 
37 Davenport Branch Road Good 
43 Middletown Hill Road Okay 
163 Ford Hill Road Good 
26 Newell Cross Road Good 
15 Newell Cross Road Okay 
137 Leshure Road Okay 
10 Kings Highway (RC&CC Farmhouse) Okay 
50 Pond Road Good 
65 Dell Road Okay 
19 Stone Road Okay 
4 Ford Hill Road Okay 
30 Old Cyrus Stage Road Good 
61 Zoar Road Okay 
47 Stone Hill Road Okay 
10 Kings Highway (RC&CC Farmhouse) Okay 
198 Hazelton Road Okay 
54 Ford Hill Road Okay 
6 Kings Highway Okay 
37 Shippee Road Okay 
208 Hazelton Road Good 
160 Hazelton Road Good 
205 Hazelton Road Good 
27 Newell Cross Road Okay 
68 Cross Road Okay 
14 Brittingham Hill Road Okay 
9 Pine Hill Drive Okay 
4 Monroe Hill Road   Tank was being crushed 
6 Pine Hill Road Okay 
81 Hazelton Road Okay 
56 Pond Road Okay 
43 Potter Road Okay 
 

Board of Health - Town Nurse 
 

2012 proved to be another busy year for the 
Health Services Office.  A total of 1,690 patient 
encounters occurred, which represents an average 
of 140 visits per month.  
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The 2012-2013 influenza season began early 
in the fall and continued late into the winter 
months with several residents experiencing 
influenza-like symptoms and viral illnesses of long 
duration.  A total of 167 influenza vaccinations 
were provided through the Health Services office 
this year; this is an increase of 47 from last year.  

 
Along with office visits and house calls, the 

Town of Rowe Health Services continues to offer 
wellness checks, health counseling, nursing 
assessment and referral in addition to Lipid panel 
blood tests (cholesterol), Fasting Blood Sugar and 
A1C (3-month blood sugar impact test) and INR 
(blood clotting factor) tests. 

 
We continue to participate in activities 

associated with readiness of the Hawlemont 
Emergency Dispensing Site (EDS) which is the 
system through which Rowe residents would 
receive emergency medications when they were 
issued by the U.S. Centers for Disease and 
Control (CDC) from the National Stockpile in 
response to large public health threats. 

 
It has been a pleasure to provide another year 

of early intervention, illness prevention, health 
knowledge, awareness and support to the 
residents of Rowe.  
 

Sincerely, 
Sheila M. Litchfield 
RN, BSN, COHN-S, FAAOHN 

 

Cemetery Commission 
 

The Cemetery Commission would like to 
thank Al Morse and Terry Veber for their hard 
work maintaining the cemetery grounds, and also 
Levin Hardison for his continued work rebuilding 
Stone Walls. 

 
Cemetery lots are available in the East and 

West cemeteries. Please contact Chairman Jim 
Williams at 339-4731 for additional information 
concerning purchasing a lot(s) 

 
 

Anyone with questions or comments, please 
contact any Commissioner. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 James H. Williams, Chair 
 James W. Taylor 

Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar 
 

Conservation Commission 
 

The five-member Conservation Commission 
meets as needed to address matters brought 
before it.  Commission members Robert Clancy, 
Prudence Berry and Myra Carlow continued their 
three-year appointments.  The Board of 
Selectmen appointed Thomas Chiafalo and 
Virginia Gabert to fill the positions vacated by 
Robert Rice and Michael Laffond.  Ms. Carlow 
agreed to be temporary chair until a full board 
could consider reorganization.  Ms. Berry agreed 
to be clerk. 

 
In May 2012, the Rowe Park and Recreation 

Department submitted a Request for 
Determination of Applicability for work to 
replace existing footings and bridges in two 
locations.  The Commission found that a Notice of 
Intent was not required as the work described was 
within an area subject to protection under the 
Wetlands Protection Act but would not remove, fill, 
dredge or alter the area.  The approval was 
granted subject to the following conditions:  1) no 
heavy equipment operating in the stream, 2) 
crossing the stream permitted only if there is a 
stony bottom.  If there is insufficient shore, build 
a temporary bridge; and 3) erosion mats are 
required on any wetland crossing where 
applicable. 

 
Four Requests for Building Permit asked that the 

Conservation Commission determine if any 
permitting under the Wetlands Protection Act was 
required.  In these cases, none was required. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Myra Carlow, Temporary Chair 
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Council on Aging 
 

The COA would like to start out by sadly 
acknowledging the loss of many of our senior 
friends and neighbors that have passed this year.  
They will truly be missed. 

 
The Rowe Council on Aging is pleased, once 

again, to have been able to offer services and 
entertainment to our seniors of our wee hamlet. 

 
We were able to subsidize thru the Formula 

Grant transportation provided by FRTA for our 
senior to be able to get  downtown for groceries, 
banking and fulfill pharmaceutical needs; also, 
services such as snow shoveling done by the 
diligent Marty Newman, to clear entrances to the 
seniorôs home and to the fuel tanks. Trash pickup 
was also provided for seniors unable to perform 
this necessary task.  School lunch was provided 
once a week for those who wanted to go.  The 
Grant also provided essential equipment, supplies 
and materials needed for our elders. 

 
Our Town Nurse, Sheila Litchfield has done a 

wonderful job, graciously helping the COA with 
our Medical Equipment Loaner Program, 
maintaining medical equipment and overseeing 
patients in need of the equipment.  Wheel 
Chairs, Hospital Beds, Walkers, etc. are a few of 
the items available for loan.  We are pleased to 
provide equipment, not only to our seniors, but 
to anyone in Town that is in need of this service.  
We would like to thank all of those who have 
donated equipment to make this program 
functional. 

 
We continue to use the Gracy House as a 

wonderful place for us to serve our seniors.  
January brought a Coffee Hour with snacks and 
good company and also a meatloaf and baked 
potato luncheon provided by our seven member 
chefs and savored by all attendees. 

 
The COA continues to celebrate the life of 

our seniors with a Monthly Birthday Cake. 
 

February brought a car-pooled trip to the 
Warfield House for a Pizza Party that really seems 
to be enjoyed by all.  Coffee Hours are usually 
held at least once a month along with an 
occasional friendly game of Bingo.   There are 
many other games and puzzles available for their 
enjoyment. 

 
Continued throughout 2012 were at least two 

events per month.  Sandy (Co-Chair) diligently 
presented posters and articles for the Rowe Goal 
Post and she continues to be our main go-for.  
Members Shirley Veber and Jodi Brown make 
sure that the stand up sign goes up outside of the 
Gracy House as a reminder of the current events. 

 
Storage cabinets were built in the Shed to 

provide storage for the COA equipment and 
supplies.  The DPW and Sophie Taylor keeps the 
Gracy House plowed and shoveled for all that use 
the Gracy House. 

 
Roweôs Cultural Council approved the grant 

for our entertainer, Steve Henderson, a Geri 
Actor/Comedian who amused folks at our March 
16th, delicious, Corned Beef and Cabbage Feast 
that was held at the Mohawk Park Restaurant.  
Our neighbors from Charlemont & Heath were 
also invited to join us.    In April, the Committee 
discovered a new and nearby restaurant called 
Otters and found us dining on delicious Finnish 
pancakes and other breakfast items were served.  
There were two Bald Eagles soaring over the 
Deerfield River for those lucky enough to spy 
them. 

 
In the Merry month of May, Roweôs seniors 

returned to Otters for a choice of hearty 
sandwiches, soups, salads and delicious cookies 
for dessert.  So good, we returned in June and 
again on September 28th to the John Root musical 
entertainment of instruments and song, made 
possible again, by the Rowe Cultural Council. 

 
Autumn came and delicious homemade 

Apple & Pumpkin pies made by Rachel Gammell 
were served at our Coffee Hour.  A Fall trip to the 
Country Buffet for lunch in Pittsfield, followed by 
a stop at the Crane Paper Museum in Dalton 
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seemed to be enjoyed by all, especially by Ronnie 
& Rosie Gordon.   Ronnie found it interesting 
having worked for a Paper Company prior to 
retirement. 

 
November 9th Donuts/Cider/Coffee was 

served.  Thanks to the COA Committee, we had 
the Gracy House decorated so festively for our 
December 7th Holiday sing-a-long with the help of 
Pru Berry and Helen Shields helping stay in key.  
A great time was had by all.  Christmas Cookies 
were made by our COA Chefs.  We wrapped up 
the year in December with a trip to the 
Brewmaster Tavern in Williamsburg, rustically 
decorated for our Christmas Luncheon.  Again, 
we would like to thank Bob Dykeman for making 
the wonderful tossed salads.  We had BBQôs 
scheduled alternately with the Park BBQôs.  We 
would again like to thank the Park employees for 
serving us at their picnics at the park for our 
seniors. 

 
We would like to thank all those who have 

helped throughout 2012, and we look forward to 
2013 and letting the ñGood Times Rollò. 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Jo-ann (Jodi) Brown 
Rowe COA Secretary    
Members: 
Sandy Daviau and Chris Tower, Co-chairs 
Jodi Brown, Secretary 
Marilyn Belval 
Mary Ann Dykeman 
Doris Fensky 
Shirley Veber 

 

Cultural Council 
 

The state grant to the Rowe Cultural Council 
was $3,870 for this year.  Grants to that amount 
have been made to 13 applicants in Rowe and 
nearby towns.  We made grants on the basis of 
the best offerings to the most people in the 
immediate area.  In town, grants were given to the 
Rowe Elementary School, the Rowe Historical 
Society, the Rowe Library, and the Rowe Council 
on Aging.  Other grants included the Mohawk 
Trail Concerts, Deerfield Riverfest and the 

Ashfield Theatre.  No funds whatever come from 
the Town of Rowe.  

 
Grant applications for 2014 are available from 

the Massachusetts Cultural Council website and 
must be postmarked by October 15, 2014. 

 
Cultural council members are Jo-ann Brown, 

Anne Besgen, Kerri McLatchy, Robin Booth and 
Ellynn Packard. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Ellynn Packard, Chairperson 
 
Grants approved for the year FY2012: 
Applicant Project Title  Decision 
Mohawk Trail Concerts   $500 
 Cross Currents and Special Anniversaries 
Museum of Our Industrial History  $175 
 Summer Sundays Plus 
Mary Lyon Foundation   $200 
 Raising the Flag  
MTRSD Related Arts Teachers  $200 
 Colonial Arts Program  
Memorial Hall Association   $200 
 Family Opera for Franklin County 
Deerfield River Watershed Association $236 
 Annual Riverfest 
Franklin Land Trust   $150 
 The Wonder of Vernal Pools 
Collected Poets Series   $100 
 Reading Series 
Pothole Pictures    $400 

Film Series 
Miller, Bambi    $100 
 Tropical Holiday Quilting Bee 
Root, John    $550 
 Popular Music of Golden Years 
Heath Agricultural Society   $300 
 Heath Fair Music 
Wegscheider, Jane   $100 
 Community Exhibits at the Art Garden 
Henderson, Steve    $400 
 The Older I Get 
Porcino, John    $425 
 To Life Celebrations in Story 

 Song and Music 
 

DPW - Highway Department 
 

The Town of Rowe received $120,794.73 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for the damages occurred during 
Tropical Storm Irene.  The Highway Department 
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received $99,712.35 of these funds to pay for 
initial costs of the storm and to fund needed 
repairs to roadways.  During the past year, 
$71,255.25 of these funds were used to complete 
work on Stone, Palmer, Ford Hill, Dell, Davis 
Mine, Davenport, County, and Steele Brook 
Roads.  Work will be completed on Tatro and 
Potter Road this spring.                                 
 
Routine maintenance during the year included: 
¶ Cleaning and repair of shoulders and 

catch basins 
¶ Street sweeping 
¶ Line painting 
¶ Waterway repaving 
¶ Roadside mowing 
¶ Equipment maintenance & repair 
¶ Tree maintenance 
¶ Upkeep of the Town Common and traffic 

islands 
 
Special projects undertaken during 2012 were: 
¶ Yankee Road was paved with 1.5ò overlay 
¶ Parts of Ford Hill Rd. were paved with a 

shim coat in preparation for 10% Rubber 
Chip Seal 

¶ Numerous culverts were replaced on 
Steele Brook Rd. 

¶ The large culvert on Davenport was 
replaced 

¶ Culverts were also replaced & added on 
Tatro Rd. 

        
Thank you to Ellen Miller, Sandy Daviau and 

the Highway Department crew and Selectmen for 
all of your help and support this year. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
James W. Taylor 
DPW Superintendent 

 
DPW - Summer Youth 
Employment 
 
The ñGrasshopperò program, under the direction 
of SYE Supervisor Abby Lively did a great job 
trimming and cleaning our roadsides this past 

summer.  Our crew should be very proud of the 
excellent job they did.  This is very hard work 
under hot and humid conditions.  Please know 
that you are appreciated very much. 

 
Thanks also go to the Assistant Supervisors 

Josh Taylor and Melissa Boutwell for assisting 
Abby.  We had probably are largest crew ever 
(nine workers & three supervisors), which 
enabled us to trim along all but a few remote 
roads. 
 

There are 36 miles of roads in Rowe.  When 
you double that for each side of the road that 
needs trimmingéthat adds up to 72 miles that 
need mowing, trimming and cleaning in eight 
short (usually very hot) weeks.  At the same time, 
the crew also pays particular attention to saving 
certain ferns, flowers and shrubs.  They are very 
conscientious.  Great job everyone! 
 

And special thanks again goes to Ted Palmer 
for performing his annual Poison Ivy eradication.  
The Grasshoppers appreciate you taking care of 
this for them. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
James W. Taylor 
DPW Superintendent 

 
DPW - Tree Warden 
 
 As your Tree Warden, Iôd like to remind 
everyone that if they are going to remove any 
roadside trees, it is important to read our Town 
By-laws.  Our roads have been declared Scenic 
Roads by Town Meeting vote. More information 
about what this means can be found in Section 
10: of the By-Laws and Section 15C of Chapter 
40 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
   
     In 2012, no Tree Hearings were held.  Anyone 
with questions or concerns about roadside trees 
please contact me at 413-339-5588. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
James W. Taylor 
Tree Warden 
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Emergency Medical Services [EMS] 
 

Our emergency personnel had another busy 
year responding to 28 medical calls and 2 motor 
vehicle accidents.  We are happy to announce 
that we have a few new members on our EMS 
team.  There will be a first responder class 
beginning this spring for those members that are 
not certified and for recertification for those that 
are.  If you are interested in becoming involved in 
our emergency services, please notify Fire Chief 
Paul McClatchy, Jr. or myself. 

 
As always, our EMS personnel have done an 

outstanding job responding to all EMS 
emergencies.  Your dedication to the town and its 
people is very much appreciated.  Your families 
play an important role in the work we do because 
of the support they give our team throughout the 
year. 

 
In order to meet the requirements of a first 

responder, one must complete an 80 hour course 
and pass a written and practical exam.  
Recertification is required every three years.  EMT 
certification requires completion of a 110 hour 
course and successfully passing a state exam which 
also includes a written and practical exam.  
Recertification is required every two years and 
consists of a 24 hour refresher course and an 
additional 28 hours of continuing education 
classes. 

 
We currently have 2 certified EMTs and 11 

first responders.  Our EMTs and first responders 
continue to respond in a timely manner to any 
situation and deliver the highest quality of care. 

 
If you have an emergency, it is extremely 

important to dial 911 immediately.  Calling a 
knowledgeable friend or an EMT/first responder 
will delay the initiation of EMS.  For our new 
residents and those that may not have ever 
utilized the 911 system, I would like to explain 
the sequence of events once a 911 call has been 
made.  When 911 has been activated, a dispatcher 
from Shelburne Control will answer your call.  
He or she will ask the nature of your emergency 
and at that time determine the level of care  

 
 

 
needed for your emergency.  The dispatcher will 
then notify Charlemont Ambulance and Rowe 
EMTs and first responders.  If your emergency 
requires Advanced Life Support, a paramedic unit 
will be dispatched from Greenfield at the same 
time.  Considering the rural area in which we live, 
this response system has worked well in the past.  
If 911 is activated and you then decide you do not 
want or need the ambulance, or if you have dialed 
911 by mistake, please stay on the line and 
explain the situation.  Otherwise, you can expect 
a visit from the police department who will be 
dispatched to verify that an emergency situation 
does not exist. 

 
Rowe EMS personnel will respond to your 

emergency with both the knowledge and 
equipment necessary to help stabilize a patient 
before and during transport to the hospital by 
ambulance.  As rural as the town of Rowe is, our 
first responders play a critical role in the outcome 
of your emergency and thus are an important part 
of the chain of survival.  Rowe EMS works closely 
with Rowe Fire Department.  Most of our 
members are crossed-trained as medical, fire 
and/or police personnel.  We respond to both 
fire and police scenes to aid and support these 
departments. 

 
Due to the aging of EMT personnel associated 

with both the Charlemont Ambulance and Rowe 
EMS, it is important to recruit new or certified 
EMTs.  To ensure ambulance service to both our 
town and neighboring towns in the future, there 
must be enough EMTs to adequately staff the 
ambulance.  If there is anyone who is currently 
EMT certified, or would be interested in 
becoming an EMT, and would like to join our 
department, please contact me at 339-5761. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gail May 
EMS Coordinator 
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Energy Committee 
 
Green Communities Funded Projects Underway 
this Year 

On December 21, 2011, the Town of Rowe 
received an announcement from the 
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 
(DOER) of approval of the townôs application to 
be designated as a Green Community, and 
notification of an award of $135,725 for first 
round of funding. 

 
In January, the Rowe Energy Committee 

mailed surveys to all Rowe residents asking for 
advice how this round of Green Communities 
funds might be spent.  Over 60 households 
responded.  Besides making a variety of 
suggestions for municipal building energy 
improvements, a strong majority of those 
responding supported the use of some of the 
funds for grants to support individual Rowe 
residents make energy improvements to their 
homes. 

 
Based on the survey responses and with 

reference to a section in our Green Communities 
Application, ñSummary of (future) Energy Goalsò, 
the Energy Committee selected seven projects on 
which to spend the grant funds (Figures below are 
Green Community funds allocations): 

  
¶ A Study and Report by Center for 

EcoTechnology on the feasibility and best 
practices for using grant funds as 
incentives for Rowe Residents to do 
energy improvements at their homes (over 
$50,000 of this roundôs funding is 
reserved for this project should the study 
results prove positive and the DOER 
approve the final plan).  $2500 for Study 
and Report 

¶ Insulation upgrades at the Parks 
Headquarters.  $4,000 

¶ Installation of Window Quilts on 40 
windows at Rowe Town Hall.   $7,000 

¶ On-Demand water heat for Town Hall 
(became instead: replacement of existing 

electric water heater with a hybrid heat-
pump electric heater).     $1,500 

¶ 7.14 kW Solar PV array on the Town 
Garage (intended for the Park, but no 
suitable spot could be found there, and 
the garage roof has excellent orientation 
and pitch.  Electricity produced will be 
credited to the Parks building electricity 
account).  $40,000 

¶ Upgrade of Exterior Lighting on all 
buildings to LED fixtures and lamps.  
(This project was changed to an all-town 
audit and lighting update program that 
was conducted by National Grid.  They 
pay 70%, the Green Communities funds 
the remaining 30%.  $876 

¶ These upgrades will save Rowe $550 
annually.)  (Operational hours of almost 
all exterior lighting locations in town were 
too short to qualify for Green 
Communities funding).   

¶ Energy Information and Outreach 
Program:  Regular workshops and 
presentations to Rowe residents (open to 
other local Towns) that stress practical 
solutions to energy efficiency.  In 2012, 
three workshops in the Series were held:  
Composting and Waste Management; 
Winserts Parts One & Part Two that 
taught residents to construct sample 
custom-made interior storm windows for a 
window in their home, and provided 
source for high-quality materials to make 
additional storms as needed.    $6,570 

 
Siemens Guaranteed Energy-Savings 
 Performance Contract 

Our contract with Siemens Building 
Technologies for energy conservation measures in 
five major buildings came unexpectedly to an 
end in 2012 when a fire, on August 4th, destroyed 
the Rowe Elementary School.  The 20-year 
Siemens contract that guaranteed specified levels 
of savings, and the yearly service contract with 
Siemens (which was in force at the Elementary 
school for all the heating, ventilation, and energy 
management equipment) became unnecessary; 
both contracts were canceled shortly thereafter.   
The new energy-efficiency equipment had been in 
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service only about a year and-a-half.  Siemensôs 
first year Measurement and Verification study 
(January 2011 to January 2012), for the five 
buildings they had made energy upgrades, showed 
a 38% decrease in combined fuel oil and kWh 
use.  The company had guaranteed 32%.  Roweôs 
independent study, based on the Townôs records 
of actual gallons of fuel oil and kWhôs of 
electricity used in those buildings for the year, 
showed a 36% decrease.  The highly energy-
efficient School used 60% of the energy for all 
town-owned buildings combined.  No 
Performance Contract financial obligations 
remain.  The final balance of the borrowed 
portion of the cost had been paid off the month 
before the fire.  
 
Hampshire Power Aggregation of Regional 
 Towns to Provide Residential Electricity 
  is Delayed 

Rowe Selectmen signed an agreement in late 
May 2011 with Hampshire Power (a division of 
the Hampshire Council of Governments) to join 
with 15 other Regional Communities (since then, 
the number has grown to 22 towns and cities) to 
become part of this bargaining collaborative.  The 
program, designed to lower residentsô cost for 
electricity, was anticipated to be available in 2012.  
Due to unexpected complexities in gaining 
Department of Utilities approvals, it will not be 
initiated until sometime in 2013. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jack Packard, Chair 
Rowe Energy Committee  

 
Committee members serving during part or all of 
calendar year 2012:  Robin Booth, Abby Lively, 
Paul McLatchy, Jack Packard, Abi Phelps, BJ 
Roche, Dana Williams. 
 

Fire Department/Emergency 
Management/HazMat Control 
 

During the last report period, the Fire 
Department responded to 68 calls: 
 29 Medical Emergencies 

 1 Structure Fire (Rowe Elementary 
School) 

 2 Chimney Fires 
 4 Brush Fires 
 1 Lawn Tractor Fire 
 8 Mutual Aid Calls 
 5 Fire Detection Alarms 
 1 Power Lines Down 
 2 Suspicious Envelope Responses 
 3 Wires on Trees 
 6 Motor Vehicle Accidents 
 1 Funeral Detail 
 1 Oil Spill Response (False) 
 1 Bear Attack on Pet 
 2 School Fence Down Repairs 
 1 Severe Weather Preparation 
 

On August 4th, the Rowe Elementary School 
was struck by lightning and the fire resulted. 

 
On August 4, 2012, at 1537, a call was made 

to Shelburne Dispatch that the Rowe School was 
on fire.  At that point, the cupola over the lobby 
was in flames later determined to be a lightning 
strike.  While the fire was mostly extinguished by 
Saturday night, three fire departments remained 
on-site through the night to watch for hot spots 
and flare-ups.  Rowe Elementary School was a 
total loss. 

 
Approximately, 110 Fire-fighters from 

Franklin County, Berkshire County and Vermont 
Mutual Aid was called in and North West 
Massachusetts Incident Management Team was 
there for support. 

 
 
Area fire departments from: 
Franklin County: 

1. Ashfield 
2. Bernardston 
3. Buckland 
4. Charlemont 
5. Colrain 
6. Conway 
7. Erving 
8. Greenfield 
9. Gill  
10. Heath 
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11. Hawley 
12. Northfield 
13. Shelburne Center 
14. Shelburne Falls 
15. South Deerfield 
16. Turners Falls 

Berkshire County: 
1. Florida 

Vermont: 
1. Whitingham 
2. Wilmington 

EMS: 
1. Charlemont 
2. Colrain 
3. North Adams 
4. Shelburne Falls 

 
In the event of an emergency - fire, police, or 

medical - call 9-1-1 immediately.  Do not waste 
precious time trying to contact a friend, neighbor, 
or member of the Department directly.  
Enhanced 9-1-1 has been a highly effective and 
beneficial service to the town; any call to 9-1-1 
automatically provides the dispatcher with the 
telephone number and the name and address 
listed for that number.  If you have special needs 
or concerns, please contact Paul McLatchy Jr. 
directly BEFORE an emergency, who will provide 
the necessary information to the Dispatch Center. 

 
During the open burning season for 2012, 

there were a total of 47 permits issued.  Article 
310 CMR 7.07 contains the Massachusetts 
regulation defining allowable open burning:  the 
disposal of brush, cane, driftwood and forestry 
debris, excluding grass, hay and leaves, during the 
period from January 15 to (and including) May 1 
at 4:00 PM,  provided a valid permit from the 
local fire department or fire warden has been 
obtained.  The burning is allowed on the land 
proximate to the place of generation, at a location 
greater than 75 feet from any dwelling, between 
the hours of 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, except during 
periods of adverse meteorological conditions.  
This regulation does not apply to:  open burning 
for the purpose of combating or backfiring an 
existing fire by persons affiliated with an official 
fire fighting agency; open burning conducted 
primarily for cooking purposes; open burning 

related to the operation of devices such as 
blowtorches and welding torches, for which no 
alternative source of heat can be used, provided 
that such devices do not cause a condition of air 
pollution. 

 
Burning for agricultural purposes is controlled 

by a separate section of this regulation.  
Agricultural practices involve the cultivation of 
soil for the purpose of crop production and/or 
the raising of livestock, when such crops are 
produced primarily for commercial food, and 
such livestock are raised primarily for commercial 
foodstuff or for work purposes.  Agricultural 
operations as defined as those operations which 
raise commercial foodstuffs and/or livestock on 
an area larger than one acre. 
 
Christmas Tree Disposal:  Any person may burn 
Christmas Trees during the period from 
December 26 to January 7, provided a permit is 
obtained from the head of the fire department 
where such burning shall take place and further 
provided that such burning is under the 
supervision and control of the fire department.  
527 CMR 10:23:3 
 
Classification of Wildfire Danger Conditions:  
The Bureau of Forest Fire Control, as part of the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR), provides five classes of wildfire 
danger conditions to help in determining whether 
open burning permits should be issued.  They are 
as follows: 
 
1 (Low)  Fuels do not ignite readily from 

small firebrands although a more 
intense heat source, such as 
lightning, may start in duff or 
punky wood.  Weather and fuel 
conditions will lead to slow fire 
spread, low intensity and relatively 
easy control.  Controlled burns 
can usually be executed with 
reasonable safety. 

2 (Moderate) Fires can start from most 
accidental causes, but with the 
exception of lightning fires in 
some areas, the number of starts is 
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generally low.  Fires are not likely 
to become serious and control is 
relatively easy.  Although 
controlled burning can be done 
without creating a hazard, routine 
caution should be taken. 

3 (High) All fine dead fuels ignite readily 
and fire start easily from most 
causes.  Unattended brush and 
camp fires are likely to escape.  
Fires spread rapidly and may 
become serious and difficult to 
control if not attacked while small.  
Outdoor burning should be 
restricted to early morning. 

4 (Very High) Fires start easily from all causes 
and immediately after ignition, 
spread rapidly and increase quickly 
in intensity.  Fires burning in light 
fuels may quickly develop high 
intensity.  Both suppression and 
control will require an extended 
and thorough effort.  Outdoor 
burning is not recommended. 

5 (Extreme) Fires start quickly, spread 
furiously, and burn intensely.  All 
fires are potentially serious.  Every 
fire start has the potential to 
become large.  No outdoor 
burning should be allowed to take 
place. 

 
The Fire Department is made up completely 

of volunteers from town.  The effectiveness of this 
organization is determined by the number of 
individuals it can train and maintain in a state of 
readiness, and by the condition of its equipment.  
This year we were fortunate to gain Donna Flagg, 
Abby Lively, Deb Lively, Arthur Samuelson, 
Jennifer Morse-Sprague, Brandon Sprague, and 
Jon Sullivan as active volunteers. We would 
welcome anyone else interested in protecting lives 
and property from the devastating effects of fire 
and those interested in serving their community.  
Not all of the activities required to prepare for 
and combat a fire involve hands-on fire fighting.  
There is plenty of other work with which we 
could use help.  Our program of regular Bi-
monthly training/meetings is conducted the first 

and third Tuesday of the month.  These sessions 
are approximately one to two hours in lengthða 
small investment of your time when weighed 
against the benefit that may be derived from your 
membership.  The officers of the Department 
would like to thank all members who participate 
in our activities regularly, and ask other members 
of the town to become involved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul McLatchy Jr., Fire Chief 

 

Library Trustees 
 

2012 saw progress for our library as we were 
able to increase services through an additional 
delivery, thus bringing us to two deliveries per 
week of items borrowed and loaned through the 
CWMars system.  Our membership in the system 
allows our patrons to rapidly borrow items from 
other libraries in the Central and Western 
Massachusetts. 

 
We look forward to the faster connection for 

both the library and for the public wi-fi with the 
new broadband technology. 

 
Jodi Brown helped by decorating the library 

for the holidays, Walter and Kelle Quist 
established a small memorial garden in memory 
of Phyllis Smith, Ernest Dodge patched the front 
steps, Brianne Cousineau read stories to the small 
children, Walter Quist and Tom Chiofalo tended 
the landscaping, and Catie and Emily Silva 
helped search for books and other reserved items. 

 
We continue to purchase new materials and 

discard worn and outdated ones.  We own 13,182 
items for loan or use in the library, including 
books, magazines, DVDs, videos, audio and music 
CDs. 

  
The summer reading program had 16 

registered readers.  On June 15, John Porcino 
performed a program of storytelling and music at 
the school to kick off the summer reading, 
entertaining 60 children and adults.  Children 
who completed the program received certificates 
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and a grand prize of two tickets to the Big E was 
awarded. 

 
The trustees meet monthly at the library, and 

citizens are always welcome to attend.  Meetings 
are posted at the Town Hall and at the Library. 

Library hours are: 
 Tuesday 10 am to 5 pm 
 Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm 
 Saturday 10 am to 5 pm  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Library Trustees 
Evelyn L. Dandeneau, Chair 
Claudine Poplawski 
Catherine Snyder 
Library Director 
Susan P. Gleason 

 
Old Home Day Committee 
 

Weather was great and another fun and 
successful day was had by those involved in the 
planning and by those who participated and came 
from near and far. 

 
Our dedicated committee was comprised of 

Sean Loomis, Jodi Brown, Bob Dykeman, John 
Magnago, Ellen Miller and Chris Tower. 

 
The fishing derby and four mile ñFun Runò 

began in the early morning.  Some 26 local 
children showed up at the Loomis pond to fish 
their hearts out.  Unfortunately, no one caught a 
fish even though the pond was recently stocked.  
There were no fishing awards, per se, but fishing 
gear/tackle, donated by Jim Daneker was given 
out to the kids. 

 
In the ñMenôs Overall Fun Runò Cole Little 

came in first, Tom Higgins came in second and 
Jack Hayden came in third. 

 
In the ñWomenôs Overall Fun Runò Morgan 

Higgins came in first, Anemone Benedetti came 
in second, and Katie Benedetti came in third. 

 

Our parade theme this year was ñLooking to the 
Future.ò   Helen Shields opened the parade with 
her rendition of the Star Spangled Banner 
followed by members of the Civil Air Patrol 
Honor Guards. 

 
Our Grand Marshal, Willian (Billie) Brown, 

rode in a sporty red Ford Mustang convertible 
driven by Ian Vernes. 

 
We were pleased to see Select Board 

members, Noel Abbott, Paul McLatchy III and 
Marilyn Wilson march in the parade along with 
Paul Mark, our state representative. 

We thank Nan & Jack Williams for opening 
up their property for the all-day self-guided garden 
tour. 

 
The parade, MCôd by Ray Wilson, moved on 

with bagpipes, family floats, classic cars, Jeeps, 
tractors, and fire trucks from fourteen area towns 
including Rowe.  Fire trucks were manned by 
more than 44 firefightersðmany who were back in 
Rowe on August 4th to help put out the school 
building fire. 

 
The Yankee Motor Club and local residents 

entered the parade with fourteen classic cars.  
From a 1931 Model A Ford, driven by Ed Daviau 
of Rowe, to a 1978 Volkswagen, driven by Glenn 
Cardinal of Buckland.  The 1970 Road Runner 
owned by Lynn Hathaway won first prize, while 
the 1934 Chevy owned by Gordon Hathaway won 
second prize, and a 1966 VW Bus owned by 
Sandy Cardinal won third prize. 

 
The Tower family, with Jon, Grace and Jack, 

won first prize for their entry of ñGrace for 
President 2052ò in their red, flagged campaign 
vehicle.  The Paige family won second prize with 
their family float. 

 
Don and Ben Sherman won first and second 

prize for their entry of old tractors.  First, second 
and third Fire Truck Trophies were awarded to 
the Towns of Clarksburg, Leyden and the 
Williamstown Forest Wardens entry, respectively. 
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The finale of the parade was Sarah and Eric 
Paige singing America the Beautiful, carrying a 9 x 5 
flag U.S. Flag. 

 
Old Home Day continued with a concert by 

the Shelburne Falls Military Band, followed by 
activities that included the rock climbing wall, 
face painting with Mary Paige, pie eating contest, 
bouncy room and games with Terri Peters, and 
tractor hay wagon rides with Dohn Sherman. 
Volleyball, horseshoes and pickup games at the 
park provided everyone with something to do. 

 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, fries, ice cream, cotton 

candy and the popular home-made strawberry 
shortcake were available from the various 
vendors. 

 
The annual Rowe Community Church 

auction provided treasures we could not live 
without.  As they say, ñone manôs trash is another 
manôs treasure.ò 

 
The Kemp-McCarthy Museum was open for a 

Railway Exhibit of antique toy trains and 
information about the Hoosac Tunnel, put on by 
the volunteers of the Rowe Historical Society. 

 
Later afternoon festivities, at the park, 

included music provided by ñThe Bum Steersò, 
ñThe Grey Whisker Pickersò and ñSmall Change.ò  
Our annual chicken BBQ, put on by the 
Readsboro Lions Club, was attended by some 375 
hungry patrons. 

 
The day came to an end with a super great 

fireworks display across from the beach and over 
the lake.  Surely, a great Old Home Day day was 
had by all and only due to the weeks of hard work 
and planning by the committee and many, many 
volunteers!  I thank you all! 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Magnago 

Park Commission 
 

The Park Commission enjoyed a productive 
year filled with challenges and surprises.  Most 

rewarding was the continued backing and 
encouragement from townspeople, for this truly 
unique piece of field and stream we call Pelham 
Lake Park.  While the bulk of our meeting time is 
devoted to discussing pertinent issues, 
establishing policy, and working through the 
budget process, we are keenly aware of growing 
usage and interest for events that showcase 
healthy outdoor activities.  With an eye on 
maintenance of park infrastructure that both 
upgrades the facilities and incrementally builds 
long lived components, with a nod to simple 
materials and solid construction methods, your 
park is an outstanding example of local talent and 
pride of workmanship. 

 
The highlights of this yearôs accomplishments 

include: 
 
A review of items pertaining to the park that 

appear on the town capital improvement plan or 
C.I.P.  The park commission decided to postpone 
replacement of the play structure located to the 
rear of the beach area.  Also, under consideration 
was a request to include the beach area itself in 
the C.I.P.  This request was looked on favorably 
by the select board and finance committee. 

 
With a green light at special town meeting for 

a warrant article to fund bridge construction, park 
ranger, Sean Loomis, was able to order materials 
and begin work on duel bridge projects.  
Although we recognize the considerable amount 
of time and patience townspeople endured 
awaiting a crossing point below the dam site, the 
resulting two part national park quality bridge, 
now in place, deserves notice and praise.  Its 
simplicity of design and ruggedness are apparent. 

   
Work continues on the second forty foot span 

bridge located in a much more remote area, at the 
confluence of Potter and Tuttle Brooks.  In my 
many site visits to this project, I was struck by its 
similarity to those old time photographs of 
C.C.C. camp projects of years ago.  It gives you a 
good feeling to witness first hand, ingenuity and 
human power still alive and well within our town 
borders.  Levin Hardison, local stone mason 
extraordinaire, completed the dry laid stone 
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abutments before winter set in, and we anticipate 
the arrival and installation of the arch bridge span 
proper in early spring. 

 
A coordinated effort with the highway 

department resulted in new swing sets installed 
on the lawn area. We are very appreciative of the 
time and equipment superintendent Jim Taylor 
allows the park to utilize, in an effort to keep 
these projects within budget and promptly carried 
out. 

 
The energy committee was instrumental in 

securing grant money permitting the installation 
of a solar array and major insulation work done 
to the park ranger station and the basement of 
the composting bathrooms. 

 
A first time request for a filming permit at the 

park was received in the spring of 2012.  While 
no permit was ultimately filed or issued, the 
process and adoption of a filming document 
includes a lengthy list of questions.  These were:  
brief description of scenes, town roads to be used 
or closed, expected extraordinary noise, will 
scenes involve use of explosives, fire, firearms or 
aircraft, and providing appropriate Insurance 
coverage naming the Town of Rowe as an 
additional insured party.  A review and sign-off on 
the permit by the Park Commission, Police 
Department and Fire Department is also 
required. 

 
Lastly, the park commissioners commend and 

thank our untiring summer youth staff, life 
guards and supervisors, along with the recreation 
program director and aides, for the considerate 
work they put forth in the course of our too brief 
summer months. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Jo Fuller, Chair 
Michael Laffond 
Bruce Cowie 

 
Planning Board 
 
Planning Board Members and Officers 

Due to several resignations from the board 
the previous year, there were four open seats on 
the May 2012 ballot.  Doug Wilson, who had 
previously been appointed to an open seat on the 
board, was elected to a 5-year term.  Marilyn 
Belval declined to run for the remainder of her 
appointed position.  Jodi Brown was elected to a 
2-year term, Robin Reed as a write-in to a 3-year 
term, and David Roberson also was elected as a 
write-in to a 4-year term.  Robert Dykeman 
remained on the board and his term will be 
expiring this year. 

 
Following the town elections, the new board 

elected David Roberson Chairman, and Doug 
Wilson Scribe.  David Roberson was also elected 
as representative to the FRCOG-sponsored 
Franklin Regional Planning Board. 
 
Goal Post 

The Planning Board revised several of its 
policies with regards to the Goal Post, which has 
been published by the Planning Board since its 
inception.  The editorial guidelines adopted some 
years earlier, intended to prevent the Goal Post 
from being misused to promote individual 
opinions or ideology, had been changed in 2011.  
In 2012, the earlier guidelines were readopted.  
Online publication of the Goal Post was 
discontinued, primarily for protection of 
individual privacy, especially that of minors.  
Photographs of minors may now appear in the 
Goal Post only with the consent of a parent unless 
submitted by the school, in which case the school 
principal will be responsible for ensuring parental 
consent. 

 
Concerns were raised about the termination 

of former Goal Post editor Lynne Rudie and the 
hiring of selectman Paul McClatchy III to replace 
her in 2011.  While the Goal Post editor had 
previously been an independent contractor 
position, Mr. McClatchy is having payroll taxes 
withheld from his paychecks, essentially making 
him a de facto town employee.  Questions arose as 
to whether the Planning Board should have put 
the position out for bid.  To address these two 
latter issues, the Planning Board requested an 
opinion from attorney Donna MacNicol, who, in 
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her written opinion, advised the Planning Board 
to be careful to legally classify the position and 
then follow the required hiring process.  
However, there were significant disagreements 
among the board members both as to what had 
actually happened and what was the best way to 
address these issues.  Eventually, the board voted 
in a split decision to continue publishing the Goal 
Post without making any changes. 
 
Zoning Bylaws 

The Planning Board had been working for 
several years on suggested revisions to Roweôs 
zoning bylaws, which may only be enacted by two-
thirds majority vote of a Town Meeting.  In 2011, 
this process was discontinued and new bylaw 
revisions were drawn up during the course of that 
year.  In 2012, the board decided unanimously to 
adopt the earlier version of bylaw revisions as its 
working document, and to examine and revise it 
methodically while incorporating elements of the 
2011 version where the board deems appropriate.  
This process is very time consuming and will 
continue until it is finished.  Then a public 
hearing will be held, after which the 
recommended bylaws will be presented to Town 
Meeting voters for approval. 

 
The Board of Selectmen asked the Planning 

Board to prepare a flood plain bylaw in 
consultation with FRCOG representatives to 
enable the town to participate in a federally-
funded, state-administered National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).  This initiative is 
currently under consideration by the Planning 
Board. 
 
Special Permits, Lot Divisions, Etc. 

There were no requests for special permits or 
tree hearings.  

 
A request for an endorsement of ñApproval 

Not Requiredò (ANR) for new lot boundaries for 
a parcel on Dell Road belonging to Arthur and 
Mary Ann Corarito was approved. 

 
The Planning Board was notified that a 

special permit would be sought for a commercial-
scale solar photovoltaic installation in the vicinity 

of Cyrus Stage Road and Dell Road.  Applicant, 
Sam Kerstetter, was advised of procedures. 

 
In April 2013, the board received a printed 

version of the solar bylaw adopted in 2011. 
 
In April 2013, the Planning Board chairman 

was contacted by a representative of Seaboard 
Solar regarding an application for an 
approximately 35-acre solar photovoltaic plant on 
land belonging to Bob Dykeman.  The board is 
responding to this proposal. 
 
Communications and Recordkeeping 

The problem of missing and unsigned 
minutes from the period May 2011 ï May 2012 
prompted the board to institute new 
recordkeeping procedures.  Photocopies of 
signed, approved meeting minutes are now 
distributed to each Planning Board member as 
well as the Town Clerk.  Three of the missing 
minutes were approved in April 2013. 

 
In the latter part of 2012, the board began 

receiving late payment notices from Donna 
MacNicolôs office for the consultation she had 
provided regarding the Goal Post editorôs position.  
Despite the fact that the invoice had been signed 
and approved for payment by the board, release of 
the funds was apparently being held up by 
someone in Town Hall, although no one 
contacted the Planning Board about this.  After 
several months, the bill was paid.  The Planning 
Board sent a memo to the Board of Selectmen 
expressing its concern, but this communication 
has not been answered. 

 
The Planning Board is concerned that several 

of the policies and documents adopted in 
previous years are not being distributed with the 
townôs official bylaws pamphlet, as requested by 
the board.  These include:  

 
¶ The Planning Boardôs rules for hiring 

outside consultants. 
¶ The Buildable Lot Inquiry Form. 
¶ A memorandum detailing the Planning 
Boardôs concerns about discrepancies in 
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the townôs zoning bylaws and official 
zoning map. 

 
The zoning map is of particular concern 

because the townôs adoption of a solar overlay 
district as part of the solar bylaw passed in 2011 
has been interpreted by some as affirmation of an 
industrially-zoned district far larger than that 
published in 1956 and subsequently promulgated 
in the By-Laws, Rules & Regulations pamphlets 
dated 1987 and 1992.  It is the boardôs intention 
to address this matter in the coming year. 

 
In early 2013, it became apparent that various 

important communications were not being sent 
to the Planning Board chairman by the Town 
Coordinator.  A request for these materials 
elicited no response, and this situation remains 
unresolved. 
 
FY2014 Budget 

The Planning Board has prepared a budget to 
be raised and appropriated for FY2014 that level-
funds operational and Goal Post expenses.  The 
consulting budget has been increased to $5000 
partly in anticipation of increased costs associated 
with preparing the bylaw revisions, and includes a 
provision to allow access to the independent 
counsel the board needs to function effectively as 
an independent board, elected by Rowe voters.  
Despite this modest increase over the previous 
fiscal year, the total Planning Board budget is still 
significantly lower than what it had been just a 
few years ago. 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Chairman David Roberson, for the 
 Rowe Planning Board 
 
Members: 
Jo-ann M. Brown 
Robert Dykeman 
Robin Reed 
David A. Roberson 
Douglas Wilson 

 
 

Police Department 
 
[No Report Submitted] 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

There were no applications for variances 
brought before the Zoning Board of Appeals in 
2012.  However, Marilyn Wilson attended two 
conferences given for Local Officials concerning 
ZBA issues:  Special Permits and Variances, and 
Writing Reasonable and Defensible Decisions. 
 

Lenny Laffond declined to be reappointed to 
the ZBA for another term.  We would like to 
thank him for his years of service to the town in 
this capacity. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marilyn Wilson, Chair 
Russell Jolly 
Paul McLatchy III 
Bob Dykeman 
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Part II  

 
Education 
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Congratulations to our 2012 Graduates 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mohawk Trail Regional High School 
And 

Franklin County Technical School 
Had No 2012 Rowe Graduates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rowe Elementary School ï 6th Grade Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Rowe (L to R):  Leah Wozniak, Lilly Seaver, Mackenzi Coulombe, Lukas Bird 
Back Rowe (L to R):  Brianne Cousineau, David Hobbs, Emma Poplawski, Kurt Shippee 
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School Enrollments 2012-13 
 

 
Rowe Elementary School - Pre-K thru 6 
 
 36 Rowe residents 
 22 School of Choice-In 
  (  8)  Buckland 
  (  4)  Charlemont 
  (  1)  Colrain 
  (  3)  Hawley 
  (  3)  Heath 
  (  1)  Monroe 
  (  2)  North Adams 
 58   TOTAL 
 
Mohawk Trail Regional Middle/High School 
 28 
 
Franklin County Technical High School 
   5 
 
Private ï The Bement School 
   2 

Collaboratives 
   0 
 
Charter School 
   0 
 
Out-of-District Public 
   0 
 
Home Schooled Students 

0 Elementary Level 
0   Middle/High School Level 

 
School of Choice-Out 
   (unknown)  
_________________________________ 
Grade Pre-K - 6:   58 
Grade 7 - 12:    35 
  Total Students:   93 
Less School Choice  (22) 
  Total Rowe Students   71 

 

Rowe School Population ï by grade 
 

 
 
 
 

School Year 2012-13

PreK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 TOTAL

Rowe Elem School - Town students 5 3 5 2 5 8 3 5 36

Rowe Elem School - Choice students2 1 3 4 3 4 2 3 22

Mohawk Trail Regional MS/HS  5 7 6 2 3 5 28

Franklin County Tech HS 0 1 1 3 5

Home Schooled 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Private School 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

TOTAL 7 4 8 6 8 13 5 8 5 7 6 4 4 8 93

Less Choice -2 -1 -3 -4 -3 -4 -2 -3 0 0 0 0 0 0 -22

Total Rowe 5 3 5 2 5 9 3 5 5 7 6 4 4 8 71

 

Grade

Classes not offered
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School Committee 
 

This has been a difficult year for Rowe 
Elementary School with the loss of our school to 
fire on August 4, 2012 after being struck by 
lightning.  Thank you so much to the First 
Responders from Rowe and our surrounding 
communities that responded to the tragic 
event.  The School Committee is also very proud 
of the response of the professional and support 
staff, the students and their families, and the 
entire town.  Everyone pulled together as we set 
out to find a home for our students.  We are 
thankful for the welcome that the Charlemont 
and Hawley community provided us at 
Hawlemont.  There are so many friends and 
neighbors in West County that contributed the 
needed school materials, time, and muscle to 
move in so we could be ready for the start of the 
school year.  I cannot even begin to name them 
all but high on the list that needs to be 
mentioned is the Mary Lyon Education 
Foundation. 

 
The focus for the coming year will be the 

building of a new Rowe Elementary School.  We 
thank the Town of Rowe for their continuing 
support toward this outcome and especially the 
members of the Rowe School Building 
Committee for their tireless efforts. 

 
This year we said goodbye and thank you for 

the good work by School Committee member Bill 
Loomis and welcomed Cindy Laffond.  Our new 
art teacher Shoshanna DeAtley replaced Nora 
Bates-Zale, and we also welcomed school 
psychologist Brenda Knudsen replacing Mary 
Scully as well as long time friend and psychologist 
Julie McCarthy.  Next came the addition of Carol 
Berliner as our gym teacher.  We wish to express 
our best wishes along with a huge thank you to 
those leaving us, and extend as large a welcome to 
the new additions in our school family. 
 

Our preschool program is planned to be 
lengthened to full day in the coming year.  This is 
being done to accommodate the new "Tools of 
the Mind" program that began this year for our 
preschool students. 

 
Through every one of the difficult barriers 

presented, our school staff moved forward with all 
the necessary business required to educate our 
children without missing a beat. 

  
Again, the School Committee thanks the 

Town of Rowe for their continued support of the 
Rowe Elementary School as well as the children 
attending the Mohawk Regional High School and 
Franklin County Technical School. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Miller, Chair 
Cindy Laffond 
Lisa Danek-Burke 

 

School Building Committee 
 

The School Building Committee was 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen for the 
purpose of overseeing the building of a new 
school after the existing building was destroyed by 
a lightning fire in August 2012. 
 
Members of the committee are: 

Susie Zavotka, Chair 
Kerri McLatchy, Vice Chair 
Janet Cowie 
Donna Flagg 
Ann Foshay 
Cindy Laffond 
Bill Loomis 
Paul McLatchy III 
Dennis May 
Ellen Miller 
Marjorie Morse 
Bob Silva 
Jim Taylor 
 
Non-Voting: 
Bill Knittle, Principal 
Michael Buoniconti, Superintendent 
Joanne Blier, Business Administrator 

 
The committee developed the following goals: 
1.  Oversee the design/plans for a Rowe School 
building that addresses the functional, economic, 
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legal, and aesthetic requirements of the users 
(students, staff, community): 
 
A. Functional Requirements 

a) space needs for student, faculty, staff, and 
community 

b) furnishing/equipment needs for students, 
faculty, staff, and community 

c) energy efficiency/green building needs 
d) current and future technological needs 

B. Economic Requirements 
a) design that reflects the general economic 

demographics of the community 
b) acceptable costs for residents 
c) a design that provides minimal/reduced 

maintenance costs 
C. Legal Requirements 

a) in compliance with town legal procedures 
b) in compliance with state and educational 

board criteria 
D. Aesthetic Requirements 

a) a design that reflects communityôs 
geography, culture, and history 

b) a design that creates an optimal learning 
environment 

 
2.  Provide accurate and easily accessed 
information to help designers, builders, and 
Rowe residents make informed decisions about 
the building of the school, including: 
 
A. User needs for space plans and furnishings 
B. economic feasibility 
C. legal requirements 
  
3.  Act in a timely manner that will ensure 
opening the school by July 2014. 
 
The committee formed the following three 
subcommittees: 
 
¶ Site Visit Group to investigate processes 

and plans of newly built schools in 
Western MA 

¶ Financial/Grant Resource Group to 
determine potential sources of school 
building funding 

¶ Survey Group to develop various ways to 
gain input from Rowe School users as to 

their future space and instructional needs 
in a school building. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susie Zavotka, Chair 
School Building Committee 

 

Rowe Elementary School  - 
Principalôs Report 
 

It is my pleasure to submit the 2012 
Principalôs Report for Rowe Elementary School.  
2012 was a year of much success and sadness, 
change and stability.  The first half of the year 
culminated in a beautiful graduation ceremony at 
the school, while the second half began with the 
tragic fire that destroyed our beloved school.  
Thanks to the support of the Rowe and 
Hawlemont School Communities, the Rowe 
community at large as well as many gracious 
volunteers from the surrounding communities, 
the Rowe School was able to start the school year 
on time within the walls of the Hawlemont 
Elementary School. While this year has been 
different in many ways, what has not changed is 
the quality of academic, social and emotional 
learning offered to our students by the caring and 
dedicated staff of the Rowe School.  That will 
continue as we move toward the next exciting 
chapter in the history of the school. 
 
Here are some highlights from the year: 
 
¶ Rowe School students achieved high 

MCAS test scores in both English 
Language Arts and Math. 

¶ Three times during the school year, Rowe 
School teachers evaluated reading abilities 
of all students with the Fountas and 
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Test.  This 
assessment provides meaningful 
information about both instructional and 
independent reading levels and supports 
Guided Reading program. 

¶ The Guided Reading program that is 
employed at the school allows the teachers 
to target reading instruction directly at a 
studentôs instructional reading level.  For 
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those students who test below grade level, 
we have a reading intervention program 
for grades K-4, Leveled Literacy 
Intervention, that allows teachers to work 
with small groups of students to help 
them progress toward reading at grade 
level. 

¶ Kindergarten through grade six students 
hiked Hawley State Forest, learning much 
about local flora and fauna while enjoying 
a beautiful day together with students 
from the Hawlemont School.  The 
Preschool visited Pine Hill Orchard. 

¶ Enrichment activities during and after 
school included sports offerings, hikes, 
skating, skiing at Berkshire East, and in 
the Spring, our use of Pelham Lake Park. 

¶ The Rowe Parent Teacher Partnership 
held their 13th Holly Berry Craft Fair; 
attended by locals and out of towners 
alike.  The event is an important 
fundraiser that generates money used for 
the betterment of our school. 

¶ In March, the annual Spaghetti Supper 
fundraiser for the 5th and 6th grade field 
was held.  It was a terrific success, raising 
more than $2,000, which was used to 
support the 5th and 6th grade trips to 
Washington, D.C. and Natureôs 
Classroom. 

¶ Volunteerism remains high as students 
worked for local, national, and 
international relief efforts.  Locally, 
students collected food for the ñGood 
Neighborsò pantry and money for ñAdopt-
A-Family,ò ñWarm the Childrenò, and 
ñUNICEF.ò 

¶ SCA/AmeriCorps volunteers worked with 
students two days a week for 4-months 
with projects in environmental science. 

¶ Fifth and sixth grade students visited 
Natureôs Classroom on Cape Cod for five 
days of intensive science learning and 
important social learning. 

¶ Students continue to learn and speak 
Spanish from the preschool classroom 
through the sixth grade, entering Mohawk 
with solid World Language skills.  

    

Once again, the learning adventure remains 
solid thanks to the continued support of our 
Rowe School families and the citizens of Rowe.  
Thank you to the Town of Rowe for its continued 
support of your students at the Rowe Elementary 
School, the Mohawk Trail Regional Middle/High 
School, and the Franklin County Technical High 
School. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Knittle, Principal 

 

Rowe School District - 
Superintendentôs Report 
 
INTRODUCTION  

Until 2012, public school districts in 
Massachusetts were held accountable by a system 
governed by the Federal No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB).  Under that system, schools were 
classified as having either ñMet Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP)ò or ñNot Met AYP.ò  In 2011, as 
the Federal NCLB AYP requirements in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics 
approached the unrealistic goal of 100%, 81% of 
Massachusetts schools and 90% of Massachusetts 
districts failed to meet AYP.  These percentages 
made no sense, because Massachusetts is widely 
regarded as having one of the more rigorous 
public education systems in the nation.  As a 
result, the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
applied for, and received, a waiver to NCLB AYP 
during the winter of 2012. 
 
NEW STATE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM 

In 2012, a new Massachusetts accountability 
system replaced the Federal NCLB system, 
including several key changes.  The NCLB goal of 
100 percent proficiency was replaced with a new 
goal of reducing proficiency gaps by half by 2017.  
AYP was replaced with a new performance 
measure (the Progress and Performance Index, or 
PPI) that incorporates student growth and other 
indicators, including science and dropout rates.  
Schools and districts are now classified into one 
of five ñLevels,ò with Level 1 signaling strong 
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performance and Level 5 signaling unacceptable 
performance. 

 
Student growth is now an important 

component of the accountability system.  The 
Student Growth Percentile (SGP) measures how 
much students gain from one year to the next 
relative to other students statewide with similar 
MCAS test score histories.  Science is included in 
the accountability system as well as ELA and 
Math.  A new "High Needs" subgroup is tracked, 
which includes students in a school or district 
belonging to at least one of the following 
individual subgroups: low income students, 
students with disabilities, English language 
learners (ELL) and former ELL students. 
 
CLASSIFICATION LEVELS 

Eighty percent of schools are classified into 
Level 1 or 2 based on the cumulative PPI for the 
"All Students" and ñHigh Needsò groups.  For a 
school to be classified into Level 1, the cumulative 
PPI for both the "All Students" group and ñHigh 
Needsò students must be 75 or higher.  The 
Cumulative PPI combines information about 
narrowing proficiency gaps, growth, and 
graduation and dropout rates over the most 
recent four-year period into a single number 
between 0 and 100. 
 

Annual PPI is a measure of the improvement 
that a group makes toward its own targets over a 
two-year period using up to seven indicators:  
narrowing proficiency gaps (ELA, Math, and 
science); growth (ELA and Math); the annual 
dropout rate; and the cohort graduation rate.  
The Cumulative PPI is the average of a group's 
annual PPIs over four years, weighting the most 
recent years the most (Current Year PPI 40%, 
Current Year-1 30%, Current Year-2 20%, 
Current Year-3 10%).  If a school does not meet 
both of these requirements, the school is 
classified into Level 2.  A school may also be 
classified into Level 2 if it has low MCAS 
participation rates for any group (between 90 and 
94%). 
 

Schools are classified into Level 3 if they are 
among the lowest 20 percent relative to other 

schools in their grade span statewide, if one or 
more subgroups in the school are among the 
lowest performing 20% of subgroups relative to 
all subgroups statewide, if they have persistently 
low graduation rates (less than 60% for any 
subgroup over a four-year period), or if they have 
very low MCAS participation rates for any group 
(less than 90%). 
 

The lowest achieving, least improving Level 3 
schools are candidates for classification into 
Levels 4 and 5, the most serious designations in 
Massachusetts' accountability system.  In general, 
a district is classified into the level of its lowest 
performing school, unless the district was 
independently classified into Level 4 or 5 as a 
result of action by the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

 
ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ACCOUNTABILITY DATA 2012 
ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Classification:  Level 2 
¶ 4-Year PPI of 74 is just 1 point shy of Level 1. 
¶ In 2012, the Rowe students performed 

exceptionally well 
- Very impressive 1-Year PPI of 100. 

¶ Remarkable improvement in ELA. 
- Exceeded 6-year goal in first year. 
- CPI increase of 7 points to 94.1 is rated 

well Above Target. 
- Student Growth Percentile increased 

impressively from 45 to 60. 
¶ Excellent improvement in Math with a CPI 

increase of 2.2, reflecting On Target rating. 
Progress and Performance Index 

 
 
Composite Performance Data (CPI) 

 
 
 

YEAR1-YEAR PPICLASSIFICATIONWEIGHT1-YEAR PPI x WEIGHT4-YEAR PPI

2012 100 Level 1 0.4 40

2011 58 Level 2 0.3 17

2010 50 Level 2 0.2 10

2009 63 Level 2 0.1 6

ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

74

ALL STUDENTS

Students
6-Year 

Goal

2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 93.6 87.1 88.2 94.1 7.0 Above Target

Students
6-Year 

Goal

2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 94.0 87.9 88.9 90.1 2.2 On Target

2012 English Language Arts Proficiency Gap Narrowing

2012 Mathematics Proficiency Gap Narrowing

ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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THE YEAR AHEAD 

In 2012, the Rowe School District made 
substantial progress toward achieving its 
educational goals, which is reflected in the new 
Massachusetts accountability system.  As is always 
the case, there is room for growth.  During 2013, 
both the District Improvement Plan and School 
Improvement Plan will be significantly revamped 
in order to facilitate this growth.  Within these 
efforts, I am particularly looking forward to the 
introduction of Professional Learning 
Communities and the New Educator Evaluation 
System.  There is a great deal of hard but exciting 
work in front of us, and I am very confident that 
our educational team is up for the challenge.  
Indeed, the future is bright for our students! 
 
SPECIAL NOTE 

While the education of the Rowe students 
continued forward within the Hawlemont 
Regional Elementary School, it is important to 
recognize that 2012 included the tragic loss of the 
Rowe School to a catastrophic fire.  In the 
aftermath of this tragedy, many folks have 
courageously stepped forward to help chart a new 
and perhaps even brighter educational future for 
the students of Rowe.  THANK YOU!! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael A. Buoniconti 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

Mohawk Trail Regional High 
School - Principalôs Report 
 

The connection between our school and our 
community is vitally important.  Partnerships with 
our community provide students with enriching 
and authentic learning experiences, such as the 
Archaeology course in which students worked 
with a local archaelogist on the excavation of the 
Sanford Tavern site at Hawleyôs Old Town 
Common. 

Mohawk students demonstrate initiative, 
extending what they learn beyond the classroom.  
This past spring students launched a composting 
program in our school cafeteria, significantly 
reducing the amount of waste that enters 
landfills.  For the first time, Mohawk students 
participated in the Model Congress that is held 
each year at American International College 
(AIC) in Springfield and they were honored with 
the "School Spirit" award recognizing their active 
participation in the legislative sessions.  Members 
of the Varsity M club refurbished trophy display 
cases throughout the building and made regular 
visits to the elementary schools to serve as 
Reading Buddies for younger students.  Students 
in the Vocational Integration Program (VIP) work 
with the Meals on Wheels program every week, 
helping to sort and distribute food.  

 
Community organizations support our school 

through their generous efforts.  The tenth annual 
Doug Turner Walkathon was held in October; 
over the past decade this event has raised over 
$100,000 for Mohawk athletic programs to date.  
In March, the Mohawk Music Association 
organized a Mohawk Alumni Concert, with 
graduates from across the decades performing 
along with current students in a celebration of 
music.  Through the generosity of civic and 
community groups as well as contributions from 
private citizens, Mohawk seniors were awarded 
scholarships totaling in excess of  $100,000 and 
students who have graduated from Mohawk were 
awarded more than $50,000 in scholarships this 
year. 

 
This year also saw important improvements to 

the physical plant of our school, as windows and 
the roof were replaced for greater energy 
efficiency.  During this past year, Mohawk 
completed its decennial self-assessment for 
NEASC (New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges) accreditation, culminating in a site 
visit by an evaluation team in late September-early 
October.  With the addition of a Curriculum 
Director position, staff professional development 
has become a priority; faculty are increasingly 
collaborating through Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs), which provide a structure 

Students
6-Year 

Goal

2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 93.6 87.1 88.2 94.1 7.0 Above Target

Students
6-Year 

Goal

2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 94.0 87.9 88.9 90.1 2.2 On Target

2012 English Language Arts Proficiency Gap Narrowing

2012 Mathematics Proficiency Gap Narrowing

ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 93.6 87.1 88.2 94.1 7.0 Above Target

Students
6-Year 

Goal

2011 CPI 

(Baseline)

2012 

Target
2012 CPI

CPI 

Change
Rating

All students 94.0 87.9 88.9 90.1 2.2 On Target

2012 English Language Arts Proficiency Gap Narrowing

2012 Mathematics Proficiency Gap Narrowing

ROWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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for focused work such as book discussions, peer 
observations, and curriculum writing. 

 
At the midpoint of the 2012-2013 school 

year, enrollment in grades 7-12 is 511.  The 
seventh grade has 82 students and the eighth 
grade has 86.  There are 85 students in the ninth 
grade, 93 in the tenth grade, 70 students in the 
junior class, and 89 students in the senior class.  
Six students are enrolled in our post-graduate 
program. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn R. Dole 
Principal 

 

Special Education and Pupil 
Services 
 

The District Standards and Indicators 
adopted by the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
have shaped the School Districtsô Improvement 
Plans (DIP) and directly impact the quality of our 
student services. 

 
The Districts have demonstrated proficient 

performance on many of the state indicators 
including Time on Learning, Leadership and 
Governance, Educational Access and Continuity, 
and School Safety.  The Superintendentôs Office 
has identified indicators requiring focused 
attention:  (1) Aligned, Consistently Delivered, 
and Continuously Improving Curriculum and (2) 
Strong Instructional Leadership and Effective 
Instruction. 

 
To revise and align its curriculum to the new 

state curriculum frameworks, the Districts have 
invested in a significant increase in professional 
development time.  Full and half-day sessions for 
staff training are spread across the calendar so 
that staff can focus on the use of a web-based 
curriculum writing tool that will allow for a 
standard format and accessibility across all grade 
levels.  By applying the Standards of Effective 
Instruction and principles of Universal Design, 
considering the needs of a diverse student body, 

the Districts will be poised to deliver a rich 
educational program to all learners. 

 
Students identified with disabilities continue 

to receive the services defined by their Individual 
Educational Programs but interventions are not 
limited to that population of students.  The 
elementary schools and the middle school are 
improving student learning and increasing 
inclusion of disabled students by providing tiered 
instructional delivery to all students as they need 
them.  This starts with a rich core instruction 
with multiple means of learning and expressing 
understanding.  Subsequent instructional 
interventions are informed by the regular 
collection of progress monitoring data.  The high 
school is examining how instruction can change 
to support a diverse student body in all classes 
and provide additional time and support for 
students who have academic or behavioral 
challenges.  District leaders have participated in 
regional DESE trainings in the use of the MA 
Tiered System of Supports which includes 
academic interventions and social and behavioral 
interventions that provide a continuum of service 
options based on student performance.  These 
institutional improvements and the protections 
provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act 
will continue to complement and support our 
students in their educational experiences. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Bell 
Director of Pupil Personnel Services 

 

Mary Lyon Foundation 
 

Our Spring Lyonnaise celebrated excellence in 
local education with displays of student work 
from all schools and dramatic presentations by 
students from Heath and Mohawk.  Awards 
included the Spirit of Adventure Award presented 
to NASA astronaut Cady Coleman by the 
foundation's honorary advisory board member 
Senator Stan Rosenberg; the Mohawk 
Outstanding Alumni Award was presented to 
Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz '84 by 
Mohawk Principal Lynn Dole who also presented 
a certificate of commendation to senior Francesca 
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Maroney.  Drama director Jonathan Diamond 
presented the George Needham Business Award 
to Mo's Fudge Factor, and the Pat Kerrins Award 
was given to Jean Bernhardt, Administrative 
Director of the MGH Charlestown Healthcare 
Center by Sarah Kemble, MD.  School committee 
chairperson Bob Aeschback presented a certificate 
of appreciation to teacher Shelley Schieffelin. 

 
This past year we initiated a fundraising 

campaign and extensive work bee for the Rowe 
Elementary School which was struck by lightning 
on August 4.  Truckloads of new and used school 
supplies, books and equipment were donated, 
and countless volunteers assisted in the relocation 
of the Rowe School to the nearby Hawlemont 
Regional School.  Cash and stock donations of 
$5,000 were raised for the purchase of items lost 
in the fire. 

 
Grants were gratefully received from the US 

Brookfield Foundation for the Harper Gerry 
Student Assistance Fund, from the Myrtle 
Atkinson Foundation and Recorder to support 
our programs in the schools and community and 
from MassHumanities and the Rowe, Leyden and 
Charlemont/Hawley cultural councils for the 
highly successful Hilltowns History Conference 
and Fair held October 13 at the Colrain Central 
School.  The history conference featured 
humanities scholars Dr. Michael Coe and Prof. 
Leonard Richards, vendors, live music, children's 
activities, re-enactors and 17 concurrent 
workshops.  All school district staff were given 
free admission and professional development 
credit. 

 
The annual Community Spelling Bee held 

November 8 raised $7,000 for our mini-grant 
program; competing for the grand championship 
were 25 teams of 3 adults.  The grand champion 
winning team was the FRCOG COGitators 
comprised of Phoebe Walker, Rachel Stoler and 
Kimberly Naoke MacPhee sponsored by Blackmer 
Insurance Agency. 

 
In other matters, we established a Vanguard 

brokerage account to accept gifts of stock and 
launched an e-newsletter along with a revitalized 

web site www.marylyon.org.  The annual special 
education conference was held in March at 
Deerfield Academy for 700 western Massachusetts 
educators, and the Gift Catalog or wish list of 
school supplies garnered $4,000 in cash and in-
kind donations with major support from 
Goodnow's Chip 'N Putt and Keystone Market. 

 
Board members are George Dole, Marion 

Taylor, Hugh Knox, Karen Fairbrother, Sharon 
Hudson, Suzanne Conway Lagreze, Beth Bandy, 
Stefan Kostka, Jim Pilgrim, Amy Love, student 
representatives Molly Walsh Warder and Lydia 
Morris.  Along with about 60 volunteers, our part-
time staff includes Sheila Damkoehler, Gina 
Sieber, Lynn Nichols, Josie Tetreault and Jill 
Connolly. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Samoriski, Ed.D. 
Executive Director 

 

Carl H. Nilman Scholarship Fund 
 

The fund was established under the 
provisions of the will of Carl H. Nilman for the 
purpose of providing scholarships.  Recipients 
shall reside in the school district and be graduates 
of the Mohawk Trail Regional High School who 
desire and are deemed worthy of post high school 
education or training and who are in need of 
financial assistance. 

 
This year the Awards subcommittee read 81 

applications, 34 were from seniors and 47 from 
previous graduates of Mohawk.  $29,750.00 is to 
be awarded using 30% for seniors and 70% for 
graduates.  The Committee feels that seniors have 
multiple scholarship opportunities from other 
sources while graduates have far fewer resources.  
24 scholarships totaling $9,150.00 were awarded 
to seniors (70% of applicants). 42 scholarships 
totaling $20,600.00 were given to graduates (98% 
of applicants).  The awards committee is Sheila 
Graves, Marge Porrovecchio (Charlemont), Eric 
Sumner (Heath), Michelle Hillman (Colrain) and 
Marion Scott (Buckland). 
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From 1991 ï 2012 a total of $779,225.00 has 
been awarded in scholarships.  Mohawk seniors 
have received $240,475.00 and $538,750.00 has 
been awarded to Mohawk graduates. 

 
A new formula for determining what 

percentage of the funds should be distributed as 
scholarships has been established by the School 
Committee and the management firm of 
Bartholomew and Company. 

 
Co-chairs of the Committee are Marge 

Porrovecchio and Robin Hartnett.  The Finance 
Committee is composed of David Engle, Marion 
Taylor and Jim Pilgrim.  Other members of the 
Committee are Paula Consolo, member at large 
from Buckland, Jonathan Diamond from Heath 
and Rebecca Bradley. 

 
We wish to thank David Purington who has 

served as liaison between the School Committee 
and the Carl H. Nilman Scholarship Committee. 

 
The Mohawk community owes a debt of 

gratitude to Mr. Nilman for his foresight in 
supporting higher education for the students of 
the Mohawk Trail Regional High School.  The 
committee members are honored to bring the 
wishes of his will to fruition. 

 
Students of any age who are graduates of 

Mohawk (and were living in the nine town area at 
the time of graduation) are encouraged to apply 
for scholarships to help meet their continuing 
education needs.  Call the Guidance Office at 
Mohawk for information regarding requirements 
and deadlines. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marion E. Scott, Secretary 

 

Franklin County Technical School 
District 
 
2012 Annual Report to Towns  

We submit this annual report for 2012 on 
behalf of the Franklin County Technical School 

District and its administration, faculty, staff and 
students. 
 
Total enrollment as of October 1, 2012 was 517 

students with town breakouts as follows: 
Bernardston  14  Montague  73  
Buckland  14  New Salem  9  
Colrain  20  Northfield  28  
Conway  9  Orange  79  
Deerfield  21  Shelburne  13  
Erving  19  Sunderland 13 
Gill  12  Warwick 10 
Greenfield  109  Wendell 8 
Heath  2  Whately 9 
Leyden  8  Non-District 47 

 
Franklin County Technical School awarded 

117 diplomas to our seniors in June of 2012.  
Massachusetts students are required to pass the 
MCAS in order to receive a high school diploma 
and, once again, our students were very successful 
in meeting this high academic standard.  The 
graduates also earned their vocational certificate 
along with their diploma.  56% of our graduates 
planned to go on to either a two or four year 
college, 30% joined the area work force, 1% 
planned to join the military, 1% went on to a 
post-secondary trade/technical school, and 12% 
were unsure as to which of the above options they 
would pursue.  We are proud of the 
accomplishments of the Class of 2012.  
 

During 2012, the students from various 
technical programs performed a variety of service-
learning projects that directly benefit many of our 
member towns, their schools, and the city of 
Greenfield.  We plan to continue supplying our 
constituent towns with these services for two 
main reasons:  they offer both the ideal learning 
laboratories for our students as well as an 
opportunity to contribute back to the 
communities that have supported us so well over 
38 years.  A small sample of recent projects 
include completion of a single family home in 
collaboration with the Habitat for Humanity in 
Montague, continual service learning work in the 
Baystate Franklin Medical Center and Charlene 
Manor Extended Care, Colrain Town Hall wiring 
upgrades, an electrical service upgrade at 
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Greenfieldôs Camp Avery, further energy-
efficiency lighting modifications at the Orange 
Airport, and the completion of a transfer station 
building for Warwick.  A number of programs 
also continue to assist our own building 
maintenance department, supplying services that 
significantly reduce costs to our member towns. 

  
FCTS, like every other school in the 

Commonwealth and along with 45 other states, is 
continuing a transition to the new Common 
Core academic state standards.  Franklin County 
Technical Schoolôs MCAS scores have remained 
steady over the last four years with modest 
growth, which is not sufficient to obtain adequate 
gains for student progress.  In consultation with 
the Massachusetts Pioneer Valley DSAC (District 
& School Assistance Centers), we have begun to 
take immediate action to implement a continuity 
of math instruction at the outset of 2013. 

 
Franklin County Tech is implementing a 10-

point comprehensive school improvement plan 
called Math 180.  This plan is designed to 
significantly bring up our overall math MCAS 
scores by utilizing an adaptive math software 
program during 9th and 10th grade shop weeks.  
Students will now be exposed to math instruction 
on a weekly basis as opposed to every other week. 

 
In closing, we will continue to work diligently 

to ensure that our graduates are an integral part 
of the economic development for the region and 
we thank each and every citizen of Franklin 
County for your continued support.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mr. Richard J. Kuklewicz 
School Committee Chairman 
Mr. James M. Laverty, Superintendent-Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franklin County Technical School 
District Committee Members 

Bernardston - Lloyd J. 
Szulborski 

Buckland - Laura J. Earl 
Colrain - Nicole Slowinski 
Conway - Stephanie Recore 

Deerfield - Vernon 
Harrington 

Erving - Robert F. Bitzer 
Gill - Clifford C. Hatch 

Greenfield - Larry D. Geiser, 
Jeffrey D. Hampton, 

Christopher L. Joseph & 
Mark M. Maloney 
Heath - Arthur A. 

Schwenger 
Leyden - Gerald N. Levine 

Montague - Richard J. 
Kuklewicz, Chairman; 
& Dennis L. Grader 

New Salem - Jeff D. Adams 
Northfield - Scott Milton 

Orange - Clifford J. 
Fournier, Secretary; 

& Linda R. Chapman 
Shelburne - Angus Dun 

Sunderland - James 
Bernotas 

Warwick - A. George Day, 
Jr., Vice-Chairman 

Wendell - Richard E. 
Drohen 

Whately - Donald C. Sluter 
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Part III  
 

Town Clerk 
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Town Clerk 
 

The office of Town Clerk is an elected 
position in most towns in Massachusetts and 
holds a lot of responsibilities that I am still 
learning about being in my third year as Town 
Clerk.  The Town Clerk works for the people of 
the Town and for the State of Massachusetts and 
must keep current with ongoing policy and laws. 

   
The Town Clerk is the Chief Election Official 

responsible for running elections, preparing 
ballots, absentee balloting and voter registration.  
Also, for recording all actions of Annual and 
Special Town Meeting, Special Voting Sessions 
before every election and town meeting and 
employing sufficient poll workers for the orderly 
conduct of elections.  Prepares records and 
reports official election results to the Secretary of 
the State of the Commonwealth.  Certifies 
nomination papers and serves on the local Board 
of Registrars.  Conducts the annual town census, 
prepares the street list of residents and school list. 

 
The Town Clerk is also the Recording Officer 

and certifies all official actions of the Town 
including town meeting legislation and 
appropriations as well as Planning and Zoning 
Board decisions, signs all notes for borrowing and 
keeps the Town Seal.  The Town Clerk is also the 
Registrar of Vital Statistics which records and 
preserves original birth, marriage and death 
records and providing this information to the 
Commonwealth for records at the State level. 

 

The Town Clerk is the Public Records Officer 
and administers the oath of office to all elected 
and appointed members of local committees and 
boards and ensures that all elected and appointed 
officials are informed of the Stateôs Open Meeting 
Law and Conflict of Interest Laws.  All elected 
and appointed officials are sworn to faithfully 
perform their duties by the Town Clerk.  The 
Town Clerk provides access to public records in 
compliance with the State Public Records Law. 

 
The Town Clerk is the Licensing Officer who 

issues state licenses and permits, including 
marriage licenses, county or local licenses, permits 
and certifications as mandated by statue or bylaw 
which includes burial permits, business 
certificates and dog licenses. 

 
With all of that said, I would like to thank the 

2012 Election Workers for a long election season 
which includes State Primaries, Presidential 
Primaries, Town Election, Recall Election and the 
Presidential/State Election.  Thank you to the 
following people:  Robin Reed (Warden), 
Marjorie Morse (Election Clerk), Pru Berry,  Sue 
Wood, Carrie Silva, Christine Tower, Shirley 
Veber, Jodi Brown, Eric Paige, Ashton Morse, 
Bob Dykeman, Julie Shippee, and the Road Crew.  
I also work closely with the Board of Registrars 
and thank them for their time certifying 
signatures on nomination papers, petitions and 
other related documents;  Lisa Danek-Burke, Lisa 
Miller and Willian Parent. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jennifer Morse 
Rowe Town Clerk 
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Town Clerk - Vital Statistics & Permits - 2012 
 
BIRTHS 
Lucas Finn Hyytinen - son of  
Christopher Selmi Hyytinen & 
Tabitha Jeanne Hyytinen 
Born:  April 26, 2012 
_______ 
 
DEATHS 
Phyllis T. Smith 
November 17, 1932 ï March 1, 2012 
 
Ellsworth Palmer 
May 23, 1911 ï March 20, 2012 
 
Bernice Ann Foster 
September 8, 1926 ï June 16, 2012 
 
Floyd W. Smith 
March 21, 1937 ï June 24, 2012 
 
Phyllis C. Volland 
May 20, 1916 ï November 10, 2012 
_______ 
 
WEDDINGS 
None 
_______ 
 
RAFFLE PERMITS 
Rowe Historical Society 
282 Zoar Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
Issued:  June 12, 2012 
Expires:  June 12, 2013 
 
Lions Club 
Robert Dykeman 
468 Zoar Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
Issued:  June 12, 2012 
Expires:  June 12, 2013 
 

RAFFLE PERMITS [continued] 
Rowe Community Church 
278 Zoar Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
Issued:  July 12, 2012 
Expires:  July 12, 2013 
 
Rowe School PTP 
86 Pond Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
Issued: October 2, 2012 
Expires: October 2, 2013 
_______ 
 
BUSINESS CERTIFICATES 
 Issued ï Expiration 
Danek Excavating  3/12      3/16 
Thomas P. Danek Jr. 
39 Cross Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
  
Cyrus Stage Bowl Company 9/12      9 /16 
David Cousineau 
30 Old Cyrus Stage Rd 
Rowe, MA  01367 
_______ 
 
DISPOSITION, REMOVAL AND 
    TRANSPORTATION PERMIT 
Permit Issued To:  Smith & Kelleher 
    Funeral Home 
Disposition At:  Greenlaw Cemetery 
Name of Decedent:  Ellsworth Palmer 
Permit Issued:  March 23, 2012 
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Town of Rowe - Dogs Licenses - 2012 (licenses expire March 31, 2013) 
 

 
 

DATE 2012
OWNERS NAME ADDRESS SEX AGE BREED COLOR RABIES DUE LICENSED TAG #

Laurie Pike 25 Middletown Hill Road SF 8mo Lab Brown and 
White

08/07/2012 01/17/2012 2

Rebecca Bradley 51 Middletown Hill Road SF 1 Austrailian Blue Heeler 10/11/2012 02/28/2012 18
Ellen B. Miller 160 Hazelton Road M 11 Beagle Mix Tri-Color 09/07/2012 04/03/2012 63
Virginia Gabert 144 Leshure Road NM 14 German Shepherd Mix Tri-Color 09/08/2013 01/31/2012 3
Carol Lively 11 Petrie Road SF 13 Shepherd Mix Black/Tan 03/30/2013 04/03/2012 70
Jennifer & Susan Wood 19 Stone Road SF 3 Beagle Brown/White

/Black
08/20/2013 03/06/2012 31

June Brown 110 County Road NM 8 German Shepherd Black 02/01/2014 03/27/2012 54
Timothy Bjork 42 Leshure Road SF 9 Sheltie Sable 05/04/2013 02/28/2012 26
Jeanette & Howard Crowningshield106 Zoar Road SF 13 Border Collie Black/White 03/16/2012 02/07/2012 11
Jeanette & Howard Crowningshield106 Zoar Road SF 5 Chihauhua Brown/White 02/01/2014 02/07/2012 12
Deb Lively 4 Stone Hill Road F 2.5 Red Heeler Red 01/25/2013 03/13/2012 38
Andy Lively 4 Stone Hill Road M 4 Aust. Shepherd (Cattle Dog)Brown/White 03/12/2015 03/12/2015 39
Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 7 Shiba Inu Black/Tan 04/18/2015 05/19/2012 80
Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Road M 4.5 Shiba Inu (Sheba) Red/White 04/18/2015 05/19/2012 81
Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 3 Shiba Inu Black & Tan 11/11/2013 05/19/2012 82
Earl Carlow 42 Ford Hill Road NM 7 Boxer/Lab Black 01/26/2014 02/21/2012 16
Earl Carlow 42 Ford Hill Road NM 7 Boxer/Lab Black 01/26/2014 02/21/2012 17
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar 30 Potter Road NM 9 Border Collie/Lab Chocolate 01/20/2014 04/24/2012 77
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar 30 Potter Road F 4 mo. Mixed Breed Tan/Brindle 04/20/2013 04/24/2012 78
Henry Dandeneau 272 Zoar Road F 12 Brittany Spaniel White/Orange 12/09/2011 07/31/2012 101
Jim Williams & Kris Swenson 106 Middletown Hill Road SF 12 Mixed Breed Black/Tan 01/11/2013 02/07/2012 7/14 Dupl
Jim Williams & Kris Swenson 106 Middletown Hill Road SF 6 Shepherd Mix Yellow/White 02/10/2014 02/07/2012 8/13 Dupl
Sandy Daviau 17 Potter Road SF 13 Chihahua Brown 10/06/2014 02/07/2012 10
Sandy Daviau 17 Potter Road SF 9 Cocker Chocolate 11/04/2012 02/07/2012 9
Glenn White & Donna Flagg 245 Leshure Road SF 10 Aussie Mix Gray Tan Mix 11/12/2012 03/06/2012 27
Gerrit  & Susan White 65 Potter Road NM 12 Golden Retriever Blonde 03/01/2013 03/13/2012 35
Jennie Sutherland 202 Leshure Road SF 5 Terrier Mix White/Tan 04/25/2013 05/19/2012 83
Jennie Sutherland 202 Leshure Road NM 13 Corgi Tri-Color 04/25/2013 05/19/2012 84
Christine Tower 234 Zoar Road SF 1.5 Pug Fawn 02/22/2013 02/28/2012 22
Robert Rice 88 Davis Mine Road SF 8 Black Lab Black 04/30/2015 05/19/2012 85
Loretta Dionne 21 Hazelton Road M 2 Mixed Breed Black/Tan 06/20/2012 04/10/2012 74
Debbie & Steve Crowningshield 450 Tunnel Road SF 8 mo. Choc Lab Chocolate 09/18/2012 03/13/2012 34
Linda Avery 276 Zoar Road F 2 Collie Mix Tri-Color 03/12/2014 No License
Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road M 1 Chihuahua White/Black/

Brown
02/25/2013 03/27/2012 42

Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road M 3 mo Black Silver Lab Black/Silver 02/25/2013 03/27/2012 43
Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road NM 3 Dalmation White w/ 

Brown Spots
03/12/2014 03/27/2012 41

Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road M 2.5 Choc Lab Chocolate 09/18/2013 03/27/2012 51
Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road SF 6 Lab/Retriever Chocolate 02/19/2013 03/27/2012 52
Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road F 7 Lab/Retriever Chocolate 03/12/2013 03/27/2012 53
Brittani Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road M 8 mo. Chocolate Lab Chocolate 09/18/2012 03/27/2012 50
Brittani Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road NM 7 Choc Lab Chocolate 03/27/2013 03/27/2012 49
Brian & Laurie Ash 6 Pine Hill Drive NM 10.5 Retriever/Golden Blonde 03/09/2015 03/14/2012 32
Brian & Laurie Ash 6 Pine Hill Drive NM 8 Retriever/Labrador Black 03/09/2015 03/14/2012 33
Linda Avery 276 Zoar Road M 12 Pitbull White 03/27/2013 No License
Al Williams 58 Tatro Road M 4 Plotthound Black Brindle 03/27/2012 03/15/2012 x-1
Al Williams 58 Tatro Road F 5 English Coonhound Blue Tick 03/27/2012 03/15/2012 x-2
Al Williams 58 Tatro Road F 4 Plotthound Buck Skin 03/27/2012 03/15/2012 x-3
Al Williams 58 Tatro Road F 7 English Coonhound Red Tick 03/27/2012 03/15/2012 x-4
Leonda Hardison 22 Tunnel Road SF 5 Lab Yellow 03/27/2013 06/12/2012 97
Susan & James Taylor 58 Pond Road SF 3 Keeshond Black & Grey 03/23/2012 06/12/2012 96
Mary Jo Fuller 36 Petri Road SF 10 Pitbull Terrier Black/White 06/19/2012 04/17/2012 75
James Sousa 99 Brittingham Hill M 4 Border Collie Black w/White 

Collar & Tips
07/01/2012 02/28/2012 21

Laura Roberson 539 Tunnel Road SF 10 Malinois Black/Tan 09/26/2013 03/27/2012 45
Laura Roberson 539 Tunnel Road SF 4 Belgian Malinois Mix Fawn w/Black 

Face
05/27/2012 03/27/2012 46

Brandon & Jenn Morse Sprague 162 Zoar Road F 8 mo. Chocolate Lab Chocolate 09/18/2012 03/27/2012 47
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DATE 2012
OWNERS NAME ADDRESS SEX AGE BREED COLOR RABIES DUE LICENSED TAG #

Sean Loomis 63 Middletown Hill Road F -1 Golden Lab Mix Gold 02/15/2013 06/12/2012 95
Sean Loomis 63 Middletown Hill Road M 1 Mixed Breed Black 12/01/2014 06/12/2012 94
Robin Booth 194 Leshure Road SF 4.5 Golden Retriever Blonde/Gold 03/28/2014 03/13/2012 36
Herbert Glass 6 Kings Highway SF 4 Havanese White w/Black 

Saddle Rear & 
Tri-Color 
Head

08/27/2012 02/14/2012 15

Robert & Karen Markert 377 Tunnel Road SF 6 Great Pyrennes White/Tan 09/01/2013 03/06/2012 28
Ellynn Packard 47 Stone Hill Road M 8 Brittany Spaniel Orange/White 05/07/2013 05/29/2012 91
Kelle Quist 4 Ford Hill Road NM 5 Schipperke Black 04/12/2012 02/07/2012 4
M. Arlene Andognini 163 Hazelton Road SF 8 Airedale Terrier Black/Tan 04/02/2015 04/03/2012 73
M. Arlene Andognini 163 Hazelton Road NM 13 Airedale Terrier Black/Tan 04/02/2015 04/03/2012 72
Virginia Gary 141 Cyrus Stage Road M 5 Choc Lab Chocolate 

(Brown)
03/23/2015 04/03/2012 67

Virginia Gary 141 Cyrus Stage Road SF 12 Mixed Breed Brown and 
White

03/23/2015 04/03/2012 68

Virginia Gary 141 Cyrus Stage Road M 9 Mixed Breed Multi 
(Brown/White
/Tan)

03/23/2015 04/03/2012 69

Robert & Carrie Silva 123 Davis Mine Road M 2 Choc Lab Retriever Chocolate 
(Brown)

03/27/2014 04/03/2012 62

Robin Reed 48 Hazelton Road NM 7 Spaniel Mix Black 11/12/2013 03/27/2012 48
Pete Brown 16 Shumway Road M 4 Beagle Mix Tri-Color 03/23/2014 04/03/2012 71
Paul & Leslie McLatchy 17 Newell Cross Road SF 7 Lab/Bull Mastiff Black/White 05/01/2013 03/27/2012 57
Marilyn Wilson 37 Potter Road SF 7 Bichon Frise White 04/18/2014 03/27/2012 55
Sandy & Dennis Lively 148 Davenport Road M 7 Choc Lab Retriever Chocolate 

(Brown)
08/11/2012 03/27/2012 44

Audrey Faivre 29 Potter Road SF 9 Golden Retriever Blonde 09/13/2012 04/24/2012 76
Paul & Dale Dunnell 137 Leshure Road SF 14 Cockapoo Blonde 03/27/2013 02/28/2012 20
Christina Rode 131 Zoar Road M 3 Yorkshire Terrier Multi - Brown, 

Black & Silver
02/10/2015 04/03/2012 64

Marilyn Wilson 37 Potter Road M 2 Bichon Frise White 04/18/2014 03/27/2012 56
Stanley Zielonka 48 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 4 Poodle, Toy Apricot 06/25/2012 03/27/2012 58
Stanley Zielonka 48 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 4 Phantyom Teacup Poodle Black 06/25/2012 03/27/2012 59
Stanley Zielonka 48 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 6 Chihuahua Brown and 

White
01/04/2013 03/27/2012 60

Stanley Zielonka 48 Old Cyrus Stage Road SF 2 Poodle, Miniature Apricot 04/26/2014 03/27/2012 61
Jen Rice 85 Ford Hill Road SF 11 Mixed Breed Tri-Color 06/20/2012 02/28/2012 23
Jen Rice 85 Ford Hill Road M 3 Great Dane Black 07/20/2013 02/28/2012 24
Jen Rice 85 Ford Hill Road M 3 Great Dane Black 07/20/2013 02/28/2012 25
Mike & Laurie Laffond 208 Hazelton Road NM 6 Golden Retriever Yellow 07/06/2013 06/12/2012 92
Mike & Laurie Laffond 208 Hazelton Road SF 2 Yorkshire Terrier Black/Brown 07/06/2013 06/12/2012 93
Dan & Claudine Poplawski 37 Shippee Road SF 3 Lab/Retriever Black 06/29/2013 04/03/2012 65
JoAnne Semanie 59 Middletown Hill Road NM 1 Hound Mix Black/White 08/18/2012 04/03/2012 66
Deb Katz 80 Davenport Road NM 9 Setter Black/Tan 06/03/2013 05/29/2012 87
Deb Katz 80 Davenport Road NM 4 Great Pyrennes White 04/23/2012 05/29/2012 88
Deb Katz / Rebecca Katz 80 Davenport Road NM 2 Maltese Mix White 04/01/2011 05/29/2012 89
Ken and Doris Fensky 93 Brittingham Hill Road SF 2 Border Collie Black/White 03/17/2014 03/13/2012 37
Robert & Karen Markert 377 Tunnel Road NM 2.5 Great Pyrennes White 11/16/2012 03/06/2012 29
Kevin & Willian Parent 39 Stone Hill Road SF 8 mo. Beagle Mix Black/Brown 10/01/2012 01/01/2012 1
Sharon Hudson 15 Newell Cross Road SF 2 Shih Tzu Liver & Red 05/23/2012 03/06/2012 30
Darlene & Oral Jackson 88 Hazelton Road NM 6.5 German Shepherd Black/Red 12/17/2012 02/07/2012 5
Kerri McLatchy 1 Pelham Drive M 4 Chocolate Lab Chocolate 06/15/2015 03/27/2012 40
James White & Lisa Bryant 11 Hazelton Road F 1 Brown 08/06/2012 06/26/2012 98
James White & Lisa Bryant 11 Hazelton Road M 4 Beagle Basset Mix Tan/White 

w/Short Legs
08/06/2012 06/26/2012 99

James White & Lisa Bryant 11 Hazelton Road SF 4 Terrier Mix White w/Black 
Spots

08/06/2012 06/26/2012 100

Lance & Danielle Larned 26 Newell CrossRoad SF 6 Australian Shepard Blue Merle 09/19/2014 02/07/2012 6
Ken & Julie Shippee Newell Cross Road SF 1 Lab Mix Yellow 09/12/2011 02/28/2012 19
Wayne Zavotka 505 Tunnel Road SF 6 mo Lab Retriever Black 02/18/2013 05/15/2012 79
Robert Clancy/Lisa Miller 12 County Branch Road NM 1 Dalmation Mix Black/White 08/01/2013 09/06/2012 102



2012 Rowe Annual Town Report    48 

Town Clerk - Elected Officials 
 Sworn to Duty 2012 
 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS [3 Years] 
Carrie Y. Silva    5/22/12  
 
BOARD OF HEALTH [3 Years] 
Jennifer A. Morse   5/19/12  
Sworn in by Moderator Robert Clancy 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH [2 Years] 
JoAnn Brown    5/19/12  
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN [3 Years] 
Marilyn Wilson  5/19/12  
 
CEMETERY COMMISSION [3 Years] 
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar 5/19/12  
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE [3 Years] 
Margaret Parent   5/19/12  
   
LIBRARY TRUSTEE [3 Years] 
Catherine T. Snyder   5/19/22  
 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE [2 Years] 
Evie Dandeneau   5/19/12  
 
PARK COMMISSIONER [3 Years] 
Michael Laffond   5/19/12  
 
PLANNING BOARD [5 Years] 
Douglas Wilson   5/19/12  
 
PLANNING BOARD [4 Years] 
David Robertson   5/22/12  
 
PLANNING BOARD [3 Years] 
Robin Reed    5/19/12  
 
PLANNING BOARD [2 Years] 
Joanne Brown    5/19/12  
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE [3 Years] 
Lisa Danek-Burke  5/19/12  
 

 

Town Clerk - Appointees Sworn to 
Duty / Resignations 2012 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  
Sandra P. Daviau 7/16/12  
 
AGENT FOR VETERANS 
Leo J. Parent 7/17/12  
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
Sandra P. Daviau 10/10/12 
 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE  
Ellen B. Miller 7/11/12  
John Magnago 7/18/12  
Thomas L. Chiofalo 8/08/12  
Christine Tower 7/20/12  
  
BOARD OF HEALTH - HEALTH AGENT 
Appointed by Board of Health 
Lisa Danek-Burke 6/26/12  
 
BROADBAND/TELECOM COMMITTEE  
David Dvore 11/20/12 
Daniel Wessman 11/17/12 
Noel R. Abbott 07/16/12 
   
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER 
Ellen B. Miller 07/11/12  
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Thomas L. Chiofalo 9/30/12  
 
COUNCIL ON AGING 
Jo-ann M. Brown 8/20/12  
Sandra P. Daviau 7/16/12  
Doris Fensky 7/24/12   
Christine A. Tower 7/20/12  
Marilyn Belval 7/16/12  
Shirley Veber 7/24/12   
 
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
COORDINATOR  
Edwin L. May 7/16/12  
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CULTURAL COUNCIL [3 Yr apt] 
Anne E. Besgen 12/1/12  
Jo-ann M. Brown 10/29/12 
 
DOG OFFICER (Now Known as ñAnimal 
 Control Officer) 
Arthur Samuelson 11/18/12 
 
DPW SUPERINTENDENT 
James W. Taylor 7/16/12  
 
ELECTION TELLERS / WORKERS 
Jo-ann M. Brown  10/30/12 
Pru Berry  9/6/12  
Marjorie B. Morse  7/18/12  
Mary Paige  7/17/12  
Susan C. Wood  11/16/12 
Christine Tower  7/20/12  
Robin Reed (Warden)  7/18/12  
Shirley Veber  7/24/12  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 
Edwin L. May  7/16/12  
 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS 
C. Selmi Hyytinen 7/24/12  
Gail May (Coordinator) 7/24/12  
  
ENERGY COMMITTEE 
John R.H. Packard 7/24/12  
Robin Booth 10/10/12 
Abigail Phelps 7/24/12  
   
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER 
James W. Taylor 7/16/12  
 
FENCE VIEWER 
Noel R. Abbott 7/19/12  
 
FIELD DRIVER 
Sandra A. Daviau 7/16/12  
 
FIRE CHIEF 
Paul McLatchy Jr. 7/15/12  
 
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 
Dennis F. May 8/14/12  
  
   

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Edwin L. May 
 - Administrator 7/16/12  
Matthew R. Crowningshield  
 - Lieutenant 7/23/12  
Jonathan Lively 
 - Captain 10/4/11  
Robert J. Clancy 
 - Lieutenant 7/20/12  
C. Selmi Hyytinen 
 - Lieutenant 8/28/12  
Glenn M. White 
 - Lieutenant 8/20/12  
 
FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
Paul McLatchy Jr. 7/15/12  
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
James W. Lively 7/16/12  
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY COOPERATIVE  
INSPECTION PROGRAM (FCCIP) 
Ellen Miller 7/11/12  
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS (FRCOG) 
Noel R. Abbott 7/19/12  
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL PLANNING  
BOARD SELECTMENôS REPRESENTATIVE 
Marilyn Wilson 7/24/12  
 
GRACY HOUSE COMMITTEE 
Cynthia M. Laffond 8/8/12  
Leonard J. Laffond 8/8/12  
Marilyn Belval 7/16/12  
 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTROL 
OFFICER 
Edwin L. May 7/16/12  
 
HEALTH AGENT 
APPOINTED BY BOARD OF HEALTH 
Lisa Danek-Burke 6/26/12  
 
INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS 
James Hawkins - FCCIP 7/17/12  
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MA BROADBAND INSTITUTE  - ROWE 
REP.  
Ellen B. Miller 7/11/12  
 
MEASURER OF WOOD, BARK & LUMBER 
Thomas P. Danek, Jr. 7/20/12  
   
MOHAWK MUNICIPAL ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE 
Noel R. Abbott 7/19/12  
 
MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT MANAGER  
Noel R. Abbott 7/19/12  
 
OLD HOME DAY COMMITTEE 
Jo-ann M. Brown 8/20/12  
John Magnago 7/18/12  
Christine A. Tower 7/20/12  
 
POLICE CHIEF / SPECIAL POLICE 
 OFFICER 
Henry J. Dandenau 7/1/12  
 
POLICE / SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS 
C. Selmi Hyytinen 7/1/12  
Julie Shippee 7/1/12  
 
POUND KEEPER 
Sandra P. Daviau 7/16/12  
 
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
Jennifer Morse Sprague 7/12/12  
Lisa L. Miller 7/19/12  
Willian D. Parent 7/18/12  
Lisa Danek-Burke 7//18/12  
 
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE 
Dennis May 11/19/12 
William Loomis 11/20/12 
Susan Zavotka 11/14/12 
James W. Taylor 11/12/12 
Ellen Miller 11/20/12 
Donna Flagg 11/20/12 
Cynthia M. Laffond 11/20/12 
Marjorie B. Morse 11/19/12 
Paul McLatchy III 11/20/12 
Janet Cowie 11/20/12 
William Knittle 11/20/12 
Michael Buoniconti 11/15/12 

Robert Silva 11/20/12 
Kerri McLatchy 11/20/12 
Angela Foshay  12/4/12  
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF INSECT, 
PEST, ELM DISEASE CONTROL 
 James W. Taylor 6/22/11  
 
TOWN NURSE 
Appointed by Board of Health 
Sheila Litchfield 6/26/12  
 
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANTS 
Appointed by Board of Health 
Ted Palmer 6/27/12  
James Lively 6/27/12  
Julie Shippee (Alternate) 7/1/12  
 
TREE WARDEN 
James W. Taylor 7/15/12  
 
WIRED WEST COMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 
 DELEGATE 
Noel R. Abbott 7/19/12  
 
YANKEE LAND COMMITTEE 
Leonard J. Laffond 8/8/12  
   
YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC CO. 
CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD (CAB) 
Leonard J. Laffond 8/8/12  
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Marilyn Wilson [3 Yr Term] 6/22/11  
 
APPOINTMENTS TO FILL ELECTED 
POSITION VACANCIES 
  
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Noel R. Abbott 7/26/12  
[Resigned]  
Cynthia M. Laffond 8/15/12  
 
TEMPORARY TREASURER 
Sandra Daviau 8/29/12  
 
TREASURER 
Donna J. Flagg 10/11/12 
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2012 RESIGNATIONS 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
John H. Williams 3/17/12  
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
William A. Loomis 6/20/12  
 

 
 
TREASURER 
Heidi Cousineau 8/23/12  
 
CULTURAL COUNCIL  
Meghan K. McLatchy 11/5/12
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Special Town Meeting Official Results - April 24, 2012 
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Special Town Meeting Official Results - May 14, 2012 
 

 
 
 
 


















































































































































































